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CFSC List of Food Policy Councils in North America 
May 2012 

*= in development 

Alabama 

S: Alabama Food Policy Council* 

Contact:   Tom Simpson, Alabama Sustainable Agriculture Network 
Phone:  (334) 329-8686       
 
Top Priorities:  Convene listening sessions to determine ideas and information on community food security; 
Grassroots organizing for local councils; Develop state policy priorities from the listening session 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Birmingham-Jefferson Food Policy Council 

Contact: Jennifer Ropa, Coordinator 
Greater Birmingham Community Food Partners, PO Box 11292, Birmingham, AL 35202 
Email: bhamfoodsecurity@gmail.com 
Phone: (205) 229-7871 
 
Secondary Contact: Paulette Van Matre, Executive Director of Magic City Harvest 
P.O. Box 11292, Birmingham, AL 35202 
Phone: (205) 591-3663 

Web: http://www.gbcfp.org/food-policy-council/  

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Developing a mission statement, goals, and priority areas in 2012. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R:  North Alabama Food Policy Council* 

Contact:   Kathryn Strickland, North Alabama Food Bank 
Email:  kstrickland@fbofna.org  
Phone:  (256) 655-8585       

Web:  http://www.hsvgreenlink.com/fopoco/  & Facebook 

Governance:  Independent  
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Top Priorities:  Improve communication and collaboration among consumers, farmers, restaurateurs, retailers, 
distributors, processors, planners, health professionals, educators, and other stakeholders in order to inform 
policies that foster a more locally-based, sustainable and self-reliant food system accessible to all. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Alaska 

S: Alaska Food Policy Council 

Contact: Diane Peck 
Email: diane.peck@alaska.gov 

Web:  www.alaskafoodpolicy.blogspot.com & Facebook 

Governance: Independent.  The vision of the Alaska Food Policy Council (AFPC) is healthy, secure food 
systems that feed all Alaskans.  Proposed in early 2010, the AFPC is an independent organization open to 
anyone interested in improving Alaska's food system.  Today, over 140 people representing federal and State 
agencies, tribal entities, university programs, farmers, fisheries, food systems businesses, and health and hunger 
agencies participate in the AFPC. 
 
Top Priorities:  1) Develop, strengthen, and expand the school-based programs and policies that educate about 
and provide healthy, local foods to schools; 2) Strengthen enforcement language in the Local Agricultural and 
Fisheries Products Preference Statute (AS 36.15.050), also known as the "Seven Percent" statute; 3) Advocate 
and participate in the development of community level and comprehensive statewide emergency food 
preparedness plan(s); 4) Develop AFPC's role as research aggregator and resource; and 5) Identify and support 
existing local food system leaders, projects, events and activities that support Alaska's food system.  
 
Notable Achievements:  2012-2015 strategic plan (attached) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Arizona 

L: The Greater Flagstaff Food Policy Council  
 
Contact:  Regan Emmons 
Email:  flagstafffoodlink@gmail.com  

Web:  http://flagstafffoodlink.com/Our-Work/food-policy-council.html  

Governance: Independent 
 
Top Priorities: Health/ Nutrition; Business/Cooperatives; Meat Processing; Poverty/Accessibility; Growing; and 
Water 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Pima County Food Systems Alliance (Tucson) 
 
Contact:  Nick Henry 
Email:  nick.h.henry@gmail.com or info@pimafoodalliance.org  
 
Web:  www.pimafoodalliance.org or Facebook 
 
Governance: Independent.  Open membership with an 18-member leadership council selected through 
application process.   
 
Top Priorities:  Developing Informed and Effective Local Food Advocates; Expanding Opportunities for Local 
Food Producers; Connecting People to Their Food and Environments 
 
Notable Achievement:  The Alliance successfully lobbied the County health department along with other 
prominent community members to overturn prior "approve source" interpretation of the food code.  As a 
consequence, schools, restaurants, etc. are allowed to serve food from gardens and small farms. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Arkansas 

S: Arkansas Food Policy Council 

Contact: Sylvia Blain, Arkansas Local Foods Initiative 
Phone: (501) 765-2469 

Web: https://sites.google.com/site/arkansasfoodpolicycouncil & Facebook 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

California 

L: Berkeley Food Policy Council 

Contact: Martin Bourque, Ecology Center 
Email: martin@ecologycenter.org 
Phone: (510) 548-2220 x 234 

Governance: Convened by the Ecology Center, the Berkeley Food Policy Council is a community based 
coalition of food system projects, youth development organizations, health service providers, and others 
working to reduce diet-related illnesses in Berkeley's low income communities by increasing consumption of 
fresh local healthful foods.  The Council accomplishes this through information sharing, programmatic 
collaboration, and policy advocacy. 
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Top Priorities:  Reducing diet-related illness in low income communities; Ensuring continued and future 
development of our school district nutrition and nutrition education programs; Increasing community resiliency 
though local food systems development. 

Notable Achievement:  The Berkeley Food Policy Council successfully convenes significant players and builds 
cohesion between disparate groups towards unified action:  submitted comments on Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) education funding priorities; coordinated “Food Day” activities with over 23 
events; and helped educate City Planning staff on “Backyard Produce Sales” exemption ordinance.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: California State Food Policy Council* 

Contact: Tiffany Nurrenbern, Roots of Change 
Email: tiffany@rootsofchange.org   
Phone: (415) 391-0545 ext. 15 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Community Food Council for Del Norte and Adjacent Tribal Lands 

Contact: Angela Glore, Council member and support staff 
Email: aglore@canbless.org 
Phone: (707) 464-9190 ext. 107 

Website:  http://growingtables.blogspot.com 

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Complete several local food system assessments; Conduct strategic planning based on those 
assessments; Strengthen pilot programs for long-term sustainability 

Notable Achievement:  As a newly formed Council, the CFC held its first election in October 2011 and is 
working towards the completion of a food system assessment.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Contra Costa Food and Nutrition Policy Consortium 

Contact:  Debbie Fabriquer, Director of Programs 
Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano 
Email:  dfabriquer@foodbankccs.org   
Phone: (925) 676-7543 ext. 204 

Web: www.foodbankccs.org 
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Governance: Independent.  We currently operate without funding or association with any governmental 
jurisdiction.  Representatives from the county public health department (including WIC) and the county human 
services department (food stamps, EBT, Head Start) participate, as do representatives from community based 
organizations and school districts receiving funding through USDA. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Fresno County Food System Alliance 

Contact: Miriam Volat, Ag Innovations Network 
Email: miriam@aginnovations.org 
Phone: (707) 823-6111 

Web: http://aginnovations.org/alliances/fresno/  

Governance: Independent with representatives from public health, agricultural commissioner, CSU, private, 
non-profit, and government groups.   

Top Priorities:  Farm to School Initiatives; Fresno Dialogues- creating safe, learning environments for Alliance 
members to discuss polarizing issues such as water, etc.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Healthy Food Access/Farm to School Committee (Monterey) 

Contact: Christine Moss, Regional Coordinator for the Network for a Central California 
Email: mosscd@co.monterey.ca.us 
Phone: (831) 796-2894 

Governance: Coalition.  On the Central Coast of California, a group known as the Nutrition & Fitness 
Collaborative of the Central Coast with a food policy council subcommittee known as the Healthy Food Access/ 
Farm to School Committee meets on a regular basis and works on food policy initiatives 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Humboldt Food Policy Council 

Contact: Community Food Systems Analyst 
c/o California Center for Rural Policy at Humboldt State University 
Email: Danielle.Stubblefield@humboldt.edu 
 
Web:  https://www.humboldt.edu/ccrp/humboldt-food-policy-council  

Governance: Independent.   

Top Priorities:  Healthy food access (due to both income and geography) and localizing the food system. 
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Notable Achievement:   Humboldt County Community Food Assessment.  CCRP also has three other briefs that 
may be of interest: 1) The 'choice' food pantry model; 2)  Legalities of food donations; and 3) Food waste.  
(PDFs attached) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Los Angeles Food Policy Council 

Contact: Alexa Delwiche, Food Policy Coordinator 
Email: alexa.delwiche@gmail.com 
Phone: (323) 341-5096 

Web: http://www.goodfoodla.org/ & Facebook 

Governance: Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa led the formation of a food policy task force for the City of Los 
Angeles 

Top Priorities:  Developing a Regional Food Hub; Food chain labor issues; Policy recommendations to increase 
availability of healthy street food; Advocating for draft food purchasing guidelines to be adopted by cities and 
institutions in the region; EBT/CalFresh/WIC outreach at farmers’ markets; Healthy food retail; Urban 
agriculture; School food and gardens  

Notable Achievement:  The Street Food Working Group developed a proposal to legalize street vending and 
developed incentives for compliance with nutritional guidelines for street vendors.  The Good Food 
Procurement Working Group created a purchasing template and resource guide for foodservice bids and 
contracts.  They also convened meetings and discussions with LAUSD which led to its ban on serving flavored 
milk and adopting local food procurement policies (achieving 57.4% local sourcing), and serving breakfast in 
the classroom at eight schools as a pilot. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Marin Food Policy Council*  

Contact:  Leah Smith, Agricultural Institute of Marin 
Email:  leah@agriculturalinstitute.org  
Phone:  (415) 472-6100 ext. 111 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  Mendocino Food Policy Council 
 
Contact:  Linda Helland, County Public Health     
c/o Gardens Project of North Coast Opportunities, 413 North State Street, Ukiah, CA 95482 
Email:  hellandl@co.mendocino.ca.us   
Phone: (707) 472-2727 
 
Secondary Contact:  Miles Gordon   
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Email:  mgordon@ncoinc.org  
Phone:  (707) 462-1955 

Web: http://gardensproject.org/projects/foodpolicycouncil/  

Governance: Independent advisory body to County and cities.  Began meeting in June 2010.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Oakland Food Policy Council 

Contact: Food First 
398 60th Street, Oakland, CA 94618 
Email: oaklandfood@foodfirst.org 
Phone: (510) 654-4400 

Web: www.oaklandfood.org & Facebook 

Governance: Oakland City Council Life Enrichment Committee passed a resolution to allocate start-up funding 
for the establishment of an Oakland Food Policy Council 

Top Priorities:  Expand and promote urban agriculture; Expand regions for mobile food vending operations; 
Economic development (local procurement, retail, business) 
 
Notable Achievements:  At the beginning of 2012, OFPC was able to mark progress in each of its Plan for 
Action’s ten priority initiatives. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

C: Plumas-Sierra Community Food Council (Quincy) 

Contact: Elizabeth Powell 
Email: communityfoodcouncil@gmail.com  

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Food policy and regulation; farmer training; home-scale food production 

Notable Achievement:  Helped established delivery of fresh produce to local food pantries to County and make 
their food procurement more proficient through drop-off/ pick-up site.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  Richmond Food Policy Council 

Contact:  Doria Robinson, Urban Tilth Executive Director 
Email:  doria@urbantilth.org 



CFSC	  FPC	  List-‐	  May	  2012	   Page	  8	  
 

Phone:  (510) 778-5886   
 
Governance:  Independent    
 
Top Priorities:  Sugar-sweetened beverage tax; Farmers’ markets; Mobile food vendor policies 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Sacramento Region Food System Collaborative 

Contact: Robyn Krock 
Email: robyn.krock@valleyvision.org 
Phone:  (916) 325-1630 

Web: www.foodsystemcollaborative.org and Facebook 

Governance: Independent (coalition of public, private, and nonprofit stakeholders) 

Top Priorities:  Food access and food security; Land use planning; Local food purchasing plans; Rural 
economic development. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: San Diego Food System Alliance 

Contact: Helen McGrath, Alliance Program Associate 
Email: Helen@aginnovations.org 
Phone:  (707) 823-6111 

Web: http://aginnovations.org/alliances/sandiego/ and http://sandiegofoodsystem.com/  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: San Bernardino Food Policy Council  

Contact: Rebecca Hoggarth 
Email:  rhoggarth@capsbc.sbcounty.gov 
Phone:  (909) 723-1593 
  
Governance: Independent non-profit 

Top Priorities:  Organize and formalize structure of Council; Become inclusive of all stakeholders 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: San Francisco Food Policy Council 
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Contact: Paula Jones, Director, Food Systems - San Francisco Department of Public Health 
Email: Paula.jones@sfdph.org 
Phone:  (415) 252-3853 

Web: http://www.sfgov3.org/index.aspx?page=754  

Governance: In 2001, the San Francisco Department of Public Health's Environmental Health Section (EHS) 
initiated an independent project (San Francisco Food Systems) under the fiscal sponsorship of the San Francisco 
Foundation Community Initiative Funds. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: San Mateo Food System Alliance 

Contact: Jennifer Gross 
Email: jgross@smcgov.org  or info@foodsystemalliance.org 
Phone: (650) 573-2319 

Web: http://aginnovations.org/alliances/sanmateo/  

Governance: Independent (seats both the County's Agricultural Commissioner and its Public Health Officer) 

Top Priorities:  Increased consumption of county-grown fruits/vegetables and harvested seafood in our county’s 
harbors; Promoting a garden in every school and exposing students to garden-based education; and Protecting 
land as a resource for agricultural use, ensuring access, and enhancing infrastructure 

Notable Achievement:  The San Mateo Food System Alliance completed a sustainable food policy brief that 
outlines six different food policies vetted by the San Mateo County Food System Alliance. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Santa Barbara Food Policy Council 

Contact: Bridget Dobrowski, Program Associate with Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Funders  
Email: bridget@safsf.org 

Web: www.sbfoodpolicy.org and sbcfoodpolicycouncil.weebly.com  

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities: Council staffing; implementing ideas from the Food System Visioning Series and plan 

Notable Achievement:  Engaging a group of people to talk regularly about food issues, soliciting wide-ranging 
community input, and several projects that have laid the groundwork for a more sustainable local food system.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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L: Santa Clara Food System Alliance 

Contact: Helen McGrath  
Email: Helen@aginnovations.org 

Web:  http://aginnovations.org/alliances/santaclara/  

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities: Improve access to a healthy, affordable food supply; Strengthen agriculture and food system 
viability; Advance environmental stewardship; Enhance community education and engagement 

Notable Achievement:  In 2011, the Alliance drafted a letter to the Open Space Authority for them to consider 
agriculture as a strong community value during their Visioning and Strategic Planning process. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Sonoma County Food System Alliance 

Contact: Miriam Volat, Ag Innovations Network 
Email: miriam@aginnovations.org 
Phone: (707) 823-6111 

Web: http://sonomacofsa.org 

Governance: Independent (seats both the County's Public Health Officer and Agricultural Commissioner as well 
as a wide variety of community organizations and grassroots groups). 

Top Priorities:  Farm to Institution; Policy; and Assessment 
 
Notable Achievement:  The Sonoma County Food System Alliance conducted research and interviews to write 
and compile a roadmap to a healthier, more profitable and sustainable local food system (2011):  
http://aginnovations.org/images/uploads/Sonoma_County_Community_Food_System_Assessment.pdf 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Ventura County Food Policy Council 

Contact:  Eric Cardenas, Ag Innovations Network 
Email: eric@aginnovations.org 
Phone: (707) 823-6111 

Web: http://venturacoafa.org 

Governance: Independent (seats the County Agricultural Commissioner as well as a wide variety of community 
organizations and agencies). 
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Top Priorities: House Farmworkers Committee is focused on City-based General Plan amendments to 
encourage more affordable and farmworker housing; Land Use Committee is looking at agricultural protection 
policies to ensure the long term viability of working agricultural land; Agriculture Education Committee 
currently focused on identifying and prioritizing key issues to support local agriculture in a public setting.  

Notable Achievement:  The Council’s biggest success has been convening a multi-stakeholder collaborative 
aimed at bringing diverse voices to the table in support of long-term agricultural viability. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Yolo County Ag and Food Alliance 

Contact: Miriam Volat, Ag Innovations Network 
Email: miriam@aginnovations.org 
Phone: (707) 823-6111 

Web: http://yolocoafa.org 

Governance: Independent (seats the County Agricultural Commissioner as well as a wide variety of community 
organizations and agencies). 

Top Priorities:  Farm to School Yolo County; Aggregation feasibility study in collaboration with the Food bank 
of Yolo County; Establishment of a bi-county "Farmbudsman" position 
 
Notable Achievement:  When the Yolo AFA set out to better protect ag land in the County, it did not expect to 
become the main proponent for a change in State Law, but that is exactly what happened in 2008.  After hearing 
increasing reports of conflicts between rural residences and production farming, the group saw an opportunity to 
avoid conflicts by giving new home buyers clearer information about the life near farms.  The group got 
together with local State Representative Lois Wolk and crafted AB 2881, which strengthens California’s Right 
to Farm laws by assuring that all buyers of property in ag areas understand the nature of having a working farm 
as neighbor.  The bill passed 34-2 in the State Senate and 54-0 in the Assembly and on September 30, 2008 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed the bill into law.  You can read the press release from Lois Wolk 
which cites the work of the Alliance as well as press coverage from the Davis Enterprise. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Colorado 

C: Boulder County Food and Agriculture Policy Council 

Contact: Adrian Card, Extension Agent, Agricultural and Natural Resources 
Email:  acard@bouldercounty.org  
Phone: (303) 678-6383 

Web: http://www.bouldercounty.org/gov/boards/pages/fapc.aspx 
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Governance: Advisory Board to County Commissioners 

Top Priorities:  Increase food production in Boulder County; Improve access to locally produced food; Improve 
economic viability of agriculture in Boulder; Recognize and enhance the role of Boulder County's food and 
agriculture system in conserving and regenerating natural resources and the environment; Improve health for all 
Boulder County residents; Build community bridges. 

Notable Achievement:  The FAPC Strategic Plan is a flexible, living document, designed to be reviewed, edited, 
and updated annually by the Council with subsequent approval by the Commissioners. Its purpose is to provide 
step-by-step concrete guidance to the Council and its committees and, at a glance, show the current status of 
various projects. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S:  Colorado Food Systems Advisory Council 

Contact:  Wendy Peters Moschetti  
Email:  wendy@wpmconsulting.net 
Phone:  (303) 819-2846    

Web:  http://www.cofoodsystemscouncil.org/   

Governance:  The Council, established through the LiveWell Colorado-initiated Senate Bill 10-106 and seated 
in October 2010 by Governor Ritter, brings diverse food- related stakeholders together to identify key food and 
agriculture issues and opportunities for the State of Colorado.  

Top Priorities:  Inventory local food systems coalitions in Colorado and conduct needs assessments for these 
organizations; Develop peer-to-peer communication network; Conduct regional listening sessions in regards to 
economic development and healthy food access in order to inform recommendations to the governor and 
general assembly; Coordinate diverse stakeholders to develop a vision for "healthy food access" in Colorado 
and specific conditions needed to achieve such a vision; Prepare for a fall 2012 state-wide convening of 
workshops and issue briefs on key conditions for achieving healthy food access for all 
 
Notable Achievement:  Hosted by the Economic Development Subcommittee, the Council held a Summit in 
Pueblo on December 16, 2011, to hear from producers and producer support groups about key barriers and 
opportunities to expanding Colorado-based markets.  Additional accomplishments can be viewed here (PDF 
attached).  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council 

Contact:  Stacey McConlogue, Dept. of Environmental Health 
Email:  stacey.mcconlogue@denvergov.org  
Phone:  (720) 865-5407 
 
Secondary Contact: Dana Miller, Grow Local Colorado 
Email: DANA_MILLER@dpsk12.org 
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Web: 
http://denvergov.org/boards_and_commissions/BoardsandCommissions/DenverSustainableFoodPolicyCouncil/t
abid/440496/Default.aspx 

Governance: Mayor John Hickenlooper formed the Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council in October 2010.  
Council members are appointed by the Mayor and include community leaders in urban farming, Denver Public 
Schools, restaurants, Denver Housing Authority, medicine/public health, food justice, land conservancy, food 
retail, and more.  

Top Priorities:  Local Food Production, Food Security, Food Access, Economic Viability of Urban Agriculture, 
Natural Resources, Public Health, Community Awareness & Participation  

Notable Achievement:  The Denver SFPC advocated for and supported a proposed change in Denver’s 
regulation of food-producing animals (chickens, ducks and goats), which the Denver City Council adopted in 
2011. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: La Plata County Food Policy Council (Durango) 

Contact: Jim Dyer, Southwest Marketing Network 
Email: jadyer@frontier.net 
Phone:  (970) 588-2292   
 
Secondary Contact:  Jenny Wrenn 
Phone:  (970) 459-4305  

Web: http://sustainableswcolorado.org/node/591  

Governance:  Independent Coalition.   

Top Priorities:  Member education about how to work with city and county governments to enact food-friendly 
policies; Educating local food producers as to the implications and opportunities of the Colorado Cottage Food 
Act; Monitoring the rewrite of the City Land Use Code and the La Plata County Land Use Code; Supporting 
community education of the County Election process this year, helping voters find out how much candidates 
know about and support food security; Continuing to support the Farm to School Program. 

Notable Achievement:  LPCFPC helped prevent passage of a County Comprehensive Plan which had been 
scrubbed of any mention of sustainable agriculture and food security issues.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: San Luis Valley Local Food Coalition (Alamosa) 

Contact: Liza Marron, Co-Chair 
Email:  marronl@vwhs.org    
   
Secondary Contact: Luette Frost 
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Email: slvlocalfoods@gmail.com 
Phone: (719) 588-9417 
 
Web: www.sanluisvalleylocalfoods.blogspot.com 

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Nutrition & Food Systems Education, Policies & Programs that support a sustainable local food 
system, and Facilitating Farm to Table in the region. 

Notable achievements:  The San Luis Valley Local Food Coalition created a Farm to Table guide and 
successfully advocated for the “Colorado Cottage Foods Act” (SB 12-048) for locally-produced home foods 
sold directly to consumers. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Summit County Food Policy Council (Breckenridge/Frisco) 

Contact: Joanna Rybak, the LiveWell Summit County coordinator 
Email: joanna@summitpreventionalliance.org 
Phone: (970) 668-2077 
                
Secondary Contact: Jen Santry, Community Programs Director 
Email: jen@highcountryconservation.org 
Phone: (970) 668-5703 
 
Web: http://www.highcountryconservation.org/sustainable_foods.htm#FPC 
 
Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Urban Farming Task Force, Food Recovery Task Force, School Lunch Task Force and the 
Summit County Garden Network.  

Notable Achievement:  The first “Summit Count Food Day Resolution 2011-6” was adopted by the Summit 
County Board of County Commissioners on October 11 proclaiming and recognizing  October 24 of each year 
as Food Day.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Western Colorado Food and Agriculture Council (Paonia) 

Contact: Elaine Brett 
Email: embrett@paonia.com 
Phone: (970) 210-9717 

Secondary Contact: Carol Parker, Valley Food Partnership 

Governance: Independent 
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Top Priorities:  Merging with “Valley Food Partnership” in Montrose; Promoting local food; Farm to School; 
local food to food banks; Food education projects 

Notable Achievement:  The group worked closely with dietary services at Montrose Community Hospital to 
facilitate purchasing of local foods for the health care facility.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Connecticut 

S: Connecticut Food Policy Council 

Contact: Linda Drake, University of Connecticut EFNEP 
Email: Linda.Drake@uconn.edu 
Phone: (860) 486-1783 

Web: http://www.ct.gov/doag/cwp/view.asp?a=3595&q=423834  

Governance: Created in 1997 by the State legislature. 

Top Priorities:  Involvement in the Governor’s Council for Agricultural Development to enhance farm viability 
and sustainable agriculture, improve access to local foods, preserve farmland, etc; Working with “No Kid 
Hungry” campaign with End Hunger CT, Inc!;  Enhancing access to local food including animal protein foods 

Notable Achievements:  The CFPC sponsored a conference on farmland preservation that brought together 
environmental and agricultural interests, out of which sprang the Working Lands Alliance.  Also, the CFPC’s 
Community Food Security publication led to the development of several municipal and regional food policy 
groups. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Hartford Advisory Commission on Food Policy 

Contact: Martha Page 
Email: mpage@hartfordfood.org 
Phone: (860) 296-9325 

Web: http://www.hartfordfood.org/programs/food-policy-and-advocacy/  

Governance: Advisory body to the City government 

Top Priorities:  2012 recommendations to City leadership include:  1) Increase utilization of the Summer Food 
Service Program; 2) Tax incentives and economic benefits for healthy food businesses; 3) Increase school 
breakfast participation; 4) Expand the reach of farmers’ markets in Hartford; 5) Evaluate and improve disaster 
preparedness including Hartford’s food supply; and 6) Increase SNAP and WIC enrollment (report attached). 
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Notable Achievement:  The Commission has been in existence since 1991, an achievement in its own right, and 
continues to serve as a model for other municipal councils across the country.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: New Haven Food Policy Council 

Contact: Tagan Engel, Chef and Community Food System Coordinator 
Email: info@nhfpc.org 
Phone: (646) 206-2621 

Web: www.cityofnewhaven.com/Government/FoodCouncil.asp  and Facebook 

Governance: Advisory Council to the City Government 

Top Priorities:  Completion and passage of an overarching Food Action Plan for the City of New Haven with 
three broad goals (Improving Food Access, Growing local Food Economy, Increasing Food Education); 
Building Coalitions and Community Outreach.   
 
Notable Achievement:  The NHFPC worked closely with community partners to reform the New Haven Public 
School Food Service Program to improve the quality of food served to students by including locally-sourced 
ingredients.  (School food policy primer attached) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  New London County Food Policy Council  

Contact: Virginia L. Mason, President and CEO of the United Way of Southeastern Connecticut 
Email: virginia.mason@uwsect.org  
Phone: (860) 464-3311 

Web: http://www.nlcfpc.org/ & Facebook 

Governance: Independent with representatives from public, private, and nonprofit stakeholders. 

Top Priorities:  Reducing instances of diet-related diseases by addressing food insecurity and eating behaviors 
in schools and communities throughout New London County.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Delaware 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

District of Columbia  
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L:  DC Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Joni Podschun, Advocacy Coordinator for Bread for the City   
Email:  jpodschun@breadforthecity.org    
Phone:  (202) 587-0524  
 
Secondary Contact:  Mac Gaskins   
Email:  mgaskins@breadforthecity.org  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Florida 

C: Duval County Food Policy Council (Jacksonville) 

Contact: Laureen Husband, Director of Healthy Jacksonville (Duval County Health Department) 
Email: Laureen_Husband@doh.state.fl.us  
Phone: (904) 253-2276 
 
Governance:  Independent community-based council   
 
Top Priorities:  Healthy food access 
 
Notable Achievement:  Hosted their first Food Summit in April 2012.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: Florida Food Policy Council 

Contact: Trish Strawn, Chair 
FFPC, P.O. Box 540927, Orlando, FL 32854 
Email:  trishstrawn@gmail.com 
Phone: (386) 216-2442 

Web:  http://floridafoodpolicy.org/  

Governance: Independent 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Lee County Food Policy Council* 

Contact: Roy Beckford, Extension Service Agriculture and Natural Resource Agent 
Email: FBeckford@leegov.com 
Phone: (239) 533-7512 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Manatee County Food Policy Council 

Contact: Teresa Kelly, Special Projects Coordinator 
c/o Health Council of West Central Florida, 9600 Koger Blvd. Suite 221, St. Petersburg, Fl  33702 
Email: tkelly@healthcouncils.org  
Phone: (727) 217-7070 ext. 16 

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Develop Policy compendium; Develop food system description; Food insecurity 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Sarasota Food Policy Council 

Contact: Robert A. Kluson, Agriculture/Natural Resources Extension Agent III 
Email: rkluson@scgov.net 
Phone: (941) 232-3090 

Web: sarasota.extension.ufl.edu/AG/agpolicy.shtml 

Governance: Unofficial advisory committee appointed by Sarasota County Commissioners 

Top Priorities:  Addressing food insecurity; Addressing policy/zoning needs for local foodshed development; 
Provide inventory of assets of local foodshed infrastructure 

Notable Achievement:  The Sarasota Food Policy Council successfully facilitated community-driven policy 
recommendations based on sustainable agriculture, local foodshed development, and farmland protection that 
were adopted into Sarasota County’s Comprehensive Plan.  In addition, the Council supports community-based 
projects to implement policy recommendations for improved community health and economic development. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R:  South Florida Food Policy Council* (Miami/Dade County) 

Contact:  Melissa Hege 
Email:  melissahege@gmail.com 
 
Web:  http://foodshed.greatereverglades.org/  
 
Governance:  Independent 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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L: St. Pete Area Food Policy Council 

Contact: Tracy Jenkins, Founder 
Email: tracy@stpetefoodcouncil.org   
Phone: (407) 595-8103 
 
Web:  http://stpetefoodcouncil.org or Facebook 
 
Governance: Independent.  The St. Pete Area Food Policy Council formed in December 2010 to build vibrate 
and healthy communities through sustainable food systems, and is currently seeking 501(c)3 status.   

Top Priorities:  Increasing access to healthy, affordable food; Educating the community regarding food supply 
and nutrition issues; Benefiting economic development with local food; and Promoting urban farms and gardens 
for schools, community, and residents. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  Tallahassee Food Network 

Contact:  Nathan Ballentine, Tallahassee Food Gardens   
Email:  maninoveralls@gmail.com 
Phone:  (850) 322-0749 
 
Secondary Contact:  Miaisha Mitchell, Frenchtown Revitalization Council 
Email:  Mmiaisha@aol.com 
Phone:  (850) 224-8404 
 
Governance:  Independent 
 
Top Three priorities:  Building partnerships and relationships that bridge race, income, neighborhood lines; 
Engaging youth in the food movement; and Facilitating urban agriculture/community gardens 
 
Notable Achievement: The LCFPC partnered with the City to create the Tallahassee Community Gardening 
Program. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Georgia 

C: Atlanta Local Food Initiative 

Contact: Barbara Petit, Executive Director 
Email: petitbolster@comcast.net 
Secondary email: info@atlantalocalfood.org 
Phone: (404) 862-2277 

Web: www.atlantalocalfood.org 
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Governance: Independent coalition 

Top Priorities:  Research, develop and advocate for urban agriculture policies and initiatives; Host an Atlanta 
Sustainable Food Summit in 2012 to promote networking and collaboration with diverse stakeholders in the 
food system; and Provide community education on select policy issues.  

Notable Achievement:  ALFI’s single most significant achievement has been the development of the Atlanta 
Local Food Initiative’s “Plan for Atlanta’s Sustainable Food Future”.   This strategic blueprint has provided a 
framework to identify needs, promote discussion and planning, document activity and successes within the 
metro Atlanta area food system.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: Georgia Food Policy Council 

Contact: Debra Kibbe, Senior Research Associate at the Georgia Health Policy Center 
Georgia State University, 14 Marietta Street, Room 128, Atlanta, GA 30303 
Email: dkibbe@gsu.edu  
Phone: (404) 413-0287 
 
Governance:  The Georgia Department of Health provided a grant to the Georgia Health Policy Center at 
Georgia State University to coordinate and facilitate the Georgia Food Policy Council.   
 
Top Priorities:  The GA Food Policy Council has three work groups that are focused on: 1) production & 
distribution; 2) processing & food waste/recycling/composting; and 3) consumption & education.  Priority areas 
will be further identified in the Summer of 2012. 
 
Notable Achievement:  Convened in June 2012, the Georgia Food Policy Council’s biggest achievement to date 
is that the Georgia Department of Health committed funding in late 2011 to support the reconvening of the 
Council, promote membership expansion, and host three regional and a statewide meeting to identify priorities. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Savannah-Chatham Food Policy Council 

Contact: Teri Schnell, Co-Chair 
Email: myfriendteri@gmail.com or savannahchatham.fpc@gmail.com   
Phone: (912) 484-0279 or (912) 272-9494 
 
Governance:  Independent 
 
Top Priorities:  Land use; Purchasing; and Community Education 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Hawaii 
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S:  Hawaii Food Policy Council 

Contact:  Amy Brinker 
Email: amybrinker@mac.com 
Phone: (808) 230-0085 
 
Secondary Contact:  Ashley Lukens 
Email:  ablukens@yahoo.com 

Web: www.hawaiifoodpolicycouncil.org & Facebook 

Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Set-up internal organizational structure and protocol; Complete stakeholder resource database; 
Lobby for food self-sufficiency bill at the State legislature 
 
Notable Achievement: HFPC set up an innovative framework to create a statewide database for stakeholders in 
the food system. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Idaho 

R: Treasure Valley Food Coalition (Southwestern Idaho/ Eastern Oregon) 

Contact: Janie Burns 
Email:  treasurevalleyfoodcoalition@gmail.com 
 
Web: www.treasurevalleyfoodcoalition.org 

Governance: Independent.  The Treasure Valley Food Coalition is a non-profit organization in support of a 
vibrant local food economy in the Treasure Valley Food Shed of Southwestern Idaho and Eastern Oregon.  We 
are currently operating as a small steering committee that works on raising awareness about our local food 
system and collaborating with other organizations to increase the amount of food grown and consumed locally. 

Top Priorities:  Education, Networking, 20% locally grown food by the year 2020 

Notable Achievement:  2011 Year of Idaho Food Campaign   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Illinois 

L: Chicago Food Policy Advisory Council 
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Contact: Erika Allen, Growing Power Illinois (co-chair) 
Email: erika@growingpower.org 
Phone: (773) 376-8882 

Web: www.chicagofoodpolicy.org & Facebook 

Governance: Independent (non-profit coalition) 

Top Priorities:  Local food supply chain (links between producers); Build network of Neighborhood Councils, 
provide support to Neighborhood Council Leaders and attend Neighborhood Council Summit at Growing 
Power's Iron St. Location; Urban Farmland Reclamation/Trust for Public Land (livestock, chickens, apiaries 
aquaponics and navigating UA Zoning Amendment); Remove State-level setback for compost operations and 
reform city policies/permitting/fees; Health and Wellness/Education (Accountablility of food plan (money for 
implementation not research), "Building a Healthy Chicago" UIC-CEED, look at what is going on and what are 
different organizations policies); Research forward thinking policies to advance the vision and intent of CFPAC  

Notable Achievement:  The Chicago City Council passed an urban agriculture zoning ordinance in 2011.     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Cook County Food Policy Council* 

Contact: Lara Jaskiewicz 
Email: lara.jaskiewicz@phimc.org  
Phone: (312) 805-8468   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Evanston Food Council 

Contact: Debbie Hillman 
Email: DLHillman@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: (847) 328-7175 

Web: www.thetalkingfarm.org 

Governance: Independent grassroots 

Top Priorities:  Adult Action-Learning (Help all Evanston adults enjoy working and learning together about 
food and farm systems, community interdependence, food policy, government operations, and local economics);  
Technical Assistance to local food projects and businesses (production to waste management); Local Food 
System Building (Facilitate strategic partnerships; Project/Policy identification, planning, and implementation; 
and information collection, packaging, and sharing).  

Notable Achievements:  Supporting the Illinois Local Food, Farms, and Jobs Council; The Talking Farm; and 
Local food system building in Evanston - production to waste management.  (See attached resource list) 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Food Initiatives Group (Macomb) 

Contact:  Kyle Cecil, University of Illinois 
Email:  info@macombfig.org 
Phone:  (309) 342-5108 

Web: www.macombfig.org/blog 

Governance: Independent grassroots group, loosely organized. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Heartland Local Food Network (Bloomington-Normal) 

Contact: Marsha Veninga 
HLFN, PO Box 902, Bloomington IL 61702 
Email: marsha.veninga@hlfn.org or hlfn@hlfn.org 
Phone: (309) 530-0430 

Web: www.hlfn.org and Facebook 

Governance: Independent non-profit 

Top Priorities:  Outreach; Community partnerships; and Policy education 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: Illinois Local Food, Farms, and Jobs Council 

Contact: Jim Braun, Interim Coordinator 
Phone: (515) 229-2679 

Secondary Contact:  Joharri Cole 
Email:  ccole@techsgroup.net  
Phone:  (312) 515-7842 

Web: http://foodfarmsjobs.org/  

Governance: Governor appointed 

Top Priorities:  Asset mapping for local food aggregation; Manage data to track and forecast; Expand farmer 
training; Increase State procurement; Address legal and regulatory barriers; Facilitate public awareness 
campaigns; and Raise and manage financial resources 
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Notable Achievement:  Completed the “Building Successful Food Hubs” report in January 2012 in partnership 
with the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, the University of Illinois Business 
Innovation Services, the Illinois Department of Agriculture, and FamilyFarmed.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Northwest Illinois Local Foods Task Force (Stephenson County) 

Contact: Margaret Larson 
Email: mklarson@uiuc.edu 
Phone: (815) 235-4125 

Governance: Independent through Extension 

Top Priorities:  Providing consultation to the U of I Extension staff regarding programming and educational 
opportunities in the area of local food systems; Working to educate consumers about the food sources locally; 
and Offering expertise and training opportunities to the local specialty crop producers. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Springfield Local Food Task Force 

Contact: Lindsay Record, Illinois Stewardship Alliance 
Email: lindsay@ilstewards.org 
Phone: (217) 528-1563 

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Initiating Farm to School programs (including hosting an annual Farm to School Summit); 
Cultivating Community Garden and Urban Agriculture projects; and Providing networking opportunities for 
local food system related work in the region. 

Notable Achievements:  The SLFTF raised awareness about the economic potential though an economic impact 
analysis conducted by Ken Meter and hosted a Farm to School summit. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Indiana 

L: Bloomington Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  H. Michael Simmons, Ph.D., Co-Chair, FPC Steering Committee 
Email:  simmonsm@zoho.com or bloomingtonfpc@gmail.com  
Phone:  (812) 334-3041 

Web: www.bloomingtonfpc.org   
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Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Have food charter adopted by City Council; Increase membership by 500%; Achieve 501(c)(3) 
status 

Notable Achievement:  Co-sponsored Lifelong Learning Week 2011: "Food for Thought" with Bloomington 
Lifelong Learning Coalition, a week of learning about food with a talk by Mark Winne. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Iowa 

C: Cass County Local Food Policy Council (Oakland) 

Contact: Bahia Barry, Local Food Coordinator, Golden Hills RC&D 
Southwest Iowa Food and Farm Initiative, 712 S. HWY 6, PO Box 189, Oakland, IA 51560 
Phone: (712) 482-3029 

Web: www.swiffi.org 

Governance: Member of a regional coalition 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: Iowa Food Systems Council 

Contact:  F.R. "Fritz" Nordengren, President of the Board of Directors 
Email:  iowafoodsystemscouncil@gmail.com 
Phone:  (515) 554 8522 

Secondary Contact: Angie Tagtow 
Email: angie.tagtow@mac.com 

Web: www.iowafoodsystemscouncil.org 

Governance: A non-profit corporation with a 17-member Board of Directors 

Top Priorities:   The mission of the IFSC is to recommend policy, research and program options for an Iowa 
food system which supports healthier Iowans, communities, economies and the environment.  We have 28 
recommendations shared across our five work groups. 

Notable Achievement:  We are hosting the Iowa Healthy Farms-Healthy People meeting where we can 
showcase our work in community garden initiatives and small scale food production. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Linn County Food Policy Council* (Cedar Rapids) 
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Contact:  Jason Grimm, Food System Planner with the Iowa Valley Resource Conservation & Development 
Email:  jason@ivrcd.org  
Phone:  (319) 622-3264 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Pottawattamie County Local Food Council 

Contact: Bahia Barry, Local Food Coordinator, Golden Hills RC&D 
Southwest Iowa Food and Farm Initiative, 712 S. HWY 6, PO Box 189, Oakland, IA 51560 
Phone: (712) 482-3029 

Web: www.swiffi.org 

Governance: Board of Supervisor appointed 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Kansas 

C: Douglas County Food Policy Council (Lawrence) 

Contact: Eileen Horn, Sustainability Coordinator 
Email: ehorn@douglas-county.com 
Phone: (785) 330-3121 

Web: http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/ad/su/su_fpc.aspx 

Governance: The FPC was formed officially by the Douglas County Board of County Commissioners in 
September 2009, and formally approved as an advisory council in June 2010. 

Top Priorities:  Processing and distribution infrastructure for local foods, urban agriculture and food insecurity, 
land preservation for agriculture. 

Notable Achievements:  The Douglas County Food Policy Council created an urban agriculture and community 
gardening program on vacant or underutilized city-owned properties.  This is a land-lease program that allows 
community members to grow food for consumption or sale on previously vacant properties.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Kentucky 

L: Lexington Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Jim Embry, Sustainable Communities Network 
Email: embryjim@gmail.com  
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Phone: (859) 270-3699 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Louisville Food Policy Advisory Council 

Contact: Cassia Herron 
Email: cassia.herron@gmail.com or fpacexecutivecouncil@gmail.com 
 
Web: http://www.louisvilleky.gov/Health/PuttingPreventiontoWork/FoodPolicyChanel/ & Facebook 

Governance: Created by Executive Order in December 2010, LFPAC works primarily in an advisory capacity 
with the Louisville Mayor and staff, as well as local and regional leaders as needed. 

Top Priorities:  Encourage public and private investment in the local food economy; Support the increase of food 
production through urban agriculture; Increase access to affordable, healthy food in underserved neighborhoods 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Louisiana 

L: New Orleans Food Policy Advisory Committee 

Contact: David Coffman 
Email: dcoffman@secondharvest.org 
Secondary Email:  info@nolafoodpolicy.org     

Web: www.nolafoodpolicy.org 

Governance:  Authorized by the New Orleans City Council on an ad hoc basis.       

Top Priorities: Monitoring the New Orleans Fresh Food Retailers Initiative and advancing retail food 
recommendations; Advancing school food reform in New Orleans; and Engaging the community in discussions 
about food policy issues. 

Notable Achievement: The creation of a $14 million Fresh Food Retailers Initiative.  More information can be 
found at www.nolafoodpolicy.org and www.nola.gov. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

Maine 

L: Good Food for Lewiston-Auburn 

Contact:  Brendan Schauffler  
Email: goodfood4la@gmail.com 
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Phone:  (207) 890-8675  
 
Governance:  Independent 
 
Top Priorities:  Completing a community food assessment; hosting a food action charrette  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S:  Maine Network of Community Food Councils 

Contact:  Brendan Schauffler 
Email: goodfood4la@gmail.com 
Phone:  (207) 890-8675 
 
Governance:  Independent 
 
Top Priorities:  Supporting the creation of local food policy councils in Maine; Developing a kick-start guide 
for Community Food Scans and Engagement (a toolkit for communities to conduct rapid food assessment) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Portland Food Policy Council* 

Contact: Joan Ingram, Program Coordinator for Healthy Portland 
Email: healthyportland@portlandmaine.gov  
Phone: (207) 541-6954 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Saco River Lake Region Food Policy Council 

Contact: Richard Rudolph, Rippling Waters Organic Farm 
Email: rrudolph@fairpoint.net 
Phone: (207) 642-5161 

Web: eatmainefoods.ning.com/forum/topics/saco-river-lake-region-food 

Governance: Independent 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Maryland 

L: Baltimore Food Policy Initiative 
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Contact: Holly Freishtat, Baltimore Food Policy Director 
Email: Holly.Freishtat@baltimorecity.gov  
Phone:  (443) 928-3477 

Secondary Contact: Anne Palmer, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
Email: ampalmer@jhsph.edu 

Web: www.baltimorecity.gov/Government/AgenciesDepartments/Planning/FoodPolicyTaskForce.aspx 

Governance: BFPI is an intergovernmental collaboration with the Department of Planning, Office of 
Sustainability, Baltimore City Health Department, and Baltimore Development Corporation. 

Top Priorities:  Expand healthy food retailing in food deserts; Support urban agriculture; Improve the food 
environment in and around schools; Support research on food deserts and collaboration with policy makers; 
Promote and expand farmers markets; Create healthy food zoning requirement or incentives; Support street 
vending of healthy foods; Develop a targeted marketing campaign to encourage healthy eating among all 
Baltimoreans; Promote and expand community supported agriculture; Support a central kitchen model for 
schools  
 
Notable Achievement:  In partnership with Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future, BFPI created a 
Baltimore City food desert map.  In Baltimore City, 20% of the population lives in what is considered a “food 
desert,” and nearly 1 in 4 of Baltimore’s school aged children live in a food desert.  Read the map methodology 
here. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Montgomery County Food Council 

Contact: Cheryl Newman and Kelly Feltault, Co-Chairs 
Email: info@mocofoodcouncil.org 

Web: www.mocofoodcouncil.org 

Governance:  The Montgomery County Food Council is an independent council formed and led by 
professionals, private businesses, government officials, individual members, community 
organizations, and educational institutions that broadly represent the food system both 
substantively and geographically. 
 
Top Priorities: Create a robust, local, sustainable food system in Montgomery County.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Southern Maryland Community Food Council* 

Contact: Christine Bergmark, Exec. Director of the Southern Maryland Agricultural Development Commission 
Email: CBergmark@smadc.com 
Phone:  (301) 274-1922 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Massachusetts 

L: Boston Food Council 

Contact: Edith Murnane, Director of the City of Boston Office of Food Initiatives 
Email: Edith.Murnane@cityofboston.gov  
Phone: (617) 635-1456 

Web:  http://www.cityofboston.gov/food/  

Governance:  Advisory board to the City of Boston 

Top Priorities:  Increase access to healthy and affordable food in schools, farmers markets, and stores, educate 
the public about healthy choices, and promote food benefits to reduce hunger and obesity; Expand Boston’s 
capacity to produce, distribute and consume local food through urban agriculture and distribution models to 
supply schools and local businesses; Build a strong local food economy through financing and supporting local 
food retail and distribution businesses, and Expand private and public partnerships to advance the food agenda.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Holyoke Food and Fitness Policy Council 

Contact: Hector Figarella, Project Director 
Email: hector.figarella@hhcinc.org 
Phone: (413) 420-2857 

Web: www.holyokefoodandfitness.org & Facebook 

Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Expanded access to healthy food sources in the city; and increased community awareness of the 
importance of nutritious food 

Notable Achievement:  FEEST (Food Education Empowerment Sustainability Team) is an interactive event that 
the Holyoke youth host as a way of engaging the community towards policy change.  The premise is that food 
brings people together.  Local area youth get produce from local farms and prepare healthy meals with each 
other. For folks who aren’t in the kitchen, there is a presentation or educational theme that engages the guests of 
FEEST to discuss important issues around Food Systems and Nutrition.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: Massachusetts Food Policy Alliance 

Contact: Betsy Johnson, Chair 
c/o Project Bread, 145 Border St. East Boston, MA 02128 
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Email: betsy@bgjohnson.com 
Phone: (617) 536-1711 

Secondary Contact:  Christa Drew, Program Manager 
Email:  manager@mafoodpolicyalliance.org 
Phone:  (508) 981-9623 
 
Web: http://mafoodpolicyalliance.org/default.aspx 
 
Governance:  Independent 
 
Top Priorities:  Supporting to start-up of the legislated Massachusetts Food Policy Council; Supporting local 
and regional Massachusetts food policy groups; Initiating a plan for the Massachusetts food system 
 
Notable Achievement:  Passage and initial implementation of a legislated Food Policy Council that brings 
multiple state agencies together around food system initiatives. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: Massachusetts Food Policy Council 

Contact: Bonita Oehlke  
c/o Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, 251 Causeway Street Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114  
Email: bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us     
Phone: (617) 626-1753 
 
Web:  http://www.mass.gov/agr/boards-commissions/mfpc.htm  
 
Governance:  Formed through legislature signed by the Governor in 2010.  The council formed in 2011. 
 
Top Priorities:  Review and implement “Grocery Store Task Force Recommendations” 
 
Notable Achievement:  The MFPC appointed an Advisory Committee, and established bylaws and rules of 
order.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

R: Pioneer Valley Grows 

Contact:  Sam Stegeman 
Email:  sam@buylocalfood.org  
Phone:  (413) 665-7100 ext. 15 

Web:  http://www.pvgrows.net/ 

Governance:  Independent 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Springfield Food Policy Council 

Contact:  Cynthia Scott Mitchell, Chair 
Phone:  (413) 263-6500 ext. 6518 

Web: www.springfieldpartnersinc.com 

Governance: We have a resolution with City Government, however we collaborate with all sectors; community 
& faith based organizations, grocers & community garden groups, businesses & youth 

Top Priorities:  Emergency preparedness plan; Annual meeting in September 2012; Put forth a community 
garden ordinance to the City Council in May 2012     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Worcester Food & Active Living Policy Council 

Contact: Liz Sheehan Castro 
484 Main Street, Suite 300 Worcester, MA 01608 
Phone: (508) 757-5631 ext. 304 

Web: www.worcesterfoodpolicy.org & Facebook 

Governance: Formed at the appointment of (former) Mayor Tim Murray; currently serves as an ad-hoc advisory 
board to the local Congressman and Mayor 

Top Priorities:  Food Insecurity/Hunger, School Food Environment (school meals, food environment, gardens), 
Urban Agriculture, Farmers’ Markets 
 
Notable Achievement:  The Worcester Food and Active Living Policy Council’s completed a five-year grant 
funded project, Hunger-Free & Healthy, that supported improvements in nutritious quality and local sourcing in 
school meals, increased farmers’ markets in low-income areas, increased access to cooking and gardening 
education, and increased participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).  This project 
formed the base of the coalition/policy council formation and has led to the group’s understanding of the cross 
between programming and policy.   
 
View the final report:  http://hungerfreeandhealthy.wordpress.com/final-five-year-report/  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Michigan 

L: Detroit Food Policy Council 

Contact:  Cheryl Simon, Coordinator 



CFSC	  FPC	  List-‐	  May	  2012	   Page	  33	  
 

Detroit Food Policy Council, c/o Eastern Market Corporation, 2934 Russell, Detroit, MI 48219 
Email:  detroitfoodpolicycouncil@gmail.com   
Phone: (313) 833-0396 

Web: www.detroitfoodpolicycouncil.net & Facebook 

Governance: Approved by the Detroit City Council, now operates as an independent 501(c)3 

Top Priorities:  Advocate for urban agriculture in the city of Detroit; Implement the City of Detroit Food 
Security Policy; Produce and disseminate an annual City of Detroit Food System Report; Recommend new food 
related policy; Initiate and coordinate programs that address the food related needs of Detroiters, including an 
annual Powering Up the Local Food System Summit  
 
Notable Achievement:  The City Council unanimously passed a resolution adopting a food security policy on March 25, 
2008. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  Food System Workgroup Mid-Michigan* (Lansing) 
 
Contact:  Randy Bell  
Email:  bellr@anr.msu.edu   
Phone:  (517) 676-7298  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  Genesee County Food Policy Exploratory Group* (Flint) 

Contact: Terry McLean 
Email:  mcleant@msu.edu   
Phone: (810) 244-8530 

Governance:  Independent 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Greater Grand Rapids Food Systems Council 

Contact: Cynthia Price 
Email: skyprice@gmail.com or ggrfsc@gmail.com 
Phone: (231) 670-6059 

Web: www.foodshed.net 

Governance: Non-profit, membership based organization that is a collaborative of west Michigan community-
based, governmental, non-profit and private organizations and individuals 
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Top Priorities: Advocate for policies that encourage urban agriculture in cities across West Michigan with a 
focus on Grand Rapids; Develop projects and infrastructure that help people in traditionally challenged 
neighborhoods access healthy fresh local food; Elevate awareness and disseminate needed information (for 
example, where to buy local food, what the Farm Bill is all about) to a broad public.  

Notable Achievement:  The Council advocated successfully for the inclusion of "community gardens" (loosely 
considered to be non-livestock agriculture) and accessory structures as a use by right when Grand Rapids 
revised its zoning ordinance.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Houghton County Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Ray Sharp, Western U.P. Health Department 
Email: rsharp@hline.org  
Phone: (906) 482-7382 ext. 163 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: Michigan Food Policy Council 

Contact: Jane Whitacre, Director 
c/o Michigan Food Policy Council, PO Box 30017, Lansing, Michigan, 48909 
Email: whitacrej@michigan.gov   
Phone:  (517) 243-3987 
 
Secondary Contact:  Keith Creagh 
Email:  creaghk@michigan.gov 
  
Web: www.michigan.gov/mfpc & Facebook 
 
Governance: Governor advisory board formed by Executive Order 
 
Top Priorities:  Support the Michigan Good Food Charter; Creation of a local food policy council network; 
Food hubs (Michigan government is working to create / strengthen regional food systems and hubs) 
 
Notable Achievement:  MFPC spurred the State to change the schedule for food assistance benefits issuance 
from 9 to 21 days per month.  This allowed for more consistent sales at for retailers and improved access to 
fresh foods at independent retail grocery stores.  This action benefitted industry as well as people needing better 
access to fresh foods. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R:  Northwest Michigan Food and Farming Network 
 
Contact: Jim Sluyter  
Email:  jimsluyter@mlui.org 
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Phone:  (231) 941-6584 
 
Secondary Contact:  J Robert Sirrine, Ph.D., Michigan State University Extension 
8527 E. Government Center Dr., Suite 107, Suttons Bay, MI 49682 
Email:  sirrine@msu.edu  
Phone: (231) 256-9888 

Web:  http://foodandfarmingnetwork.org/  
 
Governance:  Convened by the Michigan Land Institute and Chaired by Michigan State University Extension.  
The Policy Working Group navigates agricultural issues related to government, regulations, and zoning.  A 
current issue of interest is food safety, and the impact that legislation currently under consideration at the 
Federal level could have on local growers.   
 
Top Priorities:  Increase the resilience of the Northwest Michigan Agri-food system and by increasing the 
amount of food grown, purchased, and consumed in our region to 20 percent by 2020. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Minnesota 

R:  Cass Clay County Food Systems Initiative (ND/MN) 
 
Contact:  Kim Lipetzky, Steering Committee member representing the City of Fargo, North Dakota  
Email:  klipetzky@cityoffargo.com 
Phone:  (701) 241-8195 
 
Secondary Contact:  Gina Nolte, Steering Committee member representing Clay County, Minnesota 
Email:  gina.nolte@co.clay.mn.us  
Phone:  (218) 299-7185 
 
Web:  www.letseatlocal.org  
 
Governance:  Independent. The Initiative is currently governed by a five member steering committee. 
Representatives from various sectors of the food system as well as interested citizens have the opportunity to 
serve on task force groups including food infrastructure, urban agriculture, economic development, outreach 
and education, and food access.   
 
Top Priorities:  Work with our local Metropolitan Planning Organization to develop an area food systems 
report; Create a business road map for connecting local foods to individual and institutional consumers; and 
Continue to map the community to assess food access issues and land use opportunities   
 
Notable Achievement:  The Initiative sponsored a kick-off/community engagement event fall 2011 with over 
115 participants in attendance, many of which continue to be involved through task force group interventions.      

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Good Food Network (Western Lake Superior- MN/WI) 
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Contact: Jamie Harvie, Executive Director for the Institute for a Sustainable Future 
c/o Founder Healthy Food in Health Care, 8 N. 2nd Ave. East. Suite 200, Duluth, MN 55802 
Email: harvie@isfusa.org   
Phone: (218) 525-7806 
 
Web:  http://www.goodfoodnetwork.org/home.html  

Governance: Independent. GFN is a network of regional food system organizations representing farmers, 
gardeners, anti-hunger advocates, consumers, nutritionists, policy makers, and others working to support 
environment and systems change.  GFN is managed by a steering committee representing a diversity of 
organizations engaged in the regional food system. 

Top Priorities: Economic Resilience, Community Health, Social Justice, Food Knowledge & Culture, 
Ecological Health 

Notable Achievement:  Lake Superior Good Food Charter Draft   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R:  Headwaters Food Sovereignty Council 
 
Contact:  Lisa Weiskopf, Secretary 
Email:  lweiskopf@gmail.com 
 
Secondary Contact:  Linda Kingery, Northwest Regional Sustainable Development Partnership  
Email:  kinge002@umn.edu 
Phone: (218) 281-8697 
 
Web:  http://localfoods.umn.edu/hfsc/  
 
Governance:  Independent.  Covers the Headwaters Foodshed including 10 counties (Becker, Beltrami, Cass, 
Clearwater, Hubbard, Itasca, Mahnomen, Pennington, Polk, and Red Lake) and three reservations (Leech Lake, 
Red Lake, and White Earth).   

Top Priorities:  Build Capacity and Educate; Connect and Relate; Organize the Local Foods Movement; 
Strengthen Our Organization; Food Access; Community Assessment; Develop farm to school networks 
including growers, aggregation options, and procurement policies in schools and institutions; and Advocate for 
policies to support backyard and community gardens.   

Notable Achievement:  Co-founder of the HFSC, the Indigenous Environmental Network, whose core mission 
is to foster social and environmental justice for indigenous folks throughout the Americas, works on the “We 
Dig It” project, a community garden teaching project for low-income and at risk youth in the community.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council 
 
Contact:  Jane Shey, Coordinator 
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Public Service Center, 250 S. 4th Street Room 510, Minneapolis, MN 55415 
Email:  Jane.Shey@minneapolismn.gov  
Phone: (612) 673-2032 
  
Web:  http://www.minneapolismn.gov/boards/WCMS1P-091356  
  
Governance:  Homegrown Minneapolis is a jointly held City-community initiative expanding the ability to 
grow, process, distribute, eat and compost more healthy, sustainable local food.  The Food Council is a 21-
member body including community members selected through an open appointment process and six staff from 
different City departments including:  Health and Family Support, Regulatory Services, Community Planning 
and Economic Development, City Coordinator's Office-Sustainability, Mayor's Office and City Council 
representation. 
 
Top Priorities: Assuring all residents have access to affordable, healthy, sustainable, local food; Growing the 
growers and the growing spaces, especially in lower-resourced areas; Identifying and removing barriers to a 
strong, healthy, sustainable, local food system; Measuring and expanding healthy, sustainable, local food sales 
in the city; Incubating new healthy, sustainable, local food concepts and projects and supporting emerging 
entrepreneurs and businesses. 
  
Notable Achievements:  1) Developing neighborhood-level capacity to grow food through the establishment of 
the Local Food Resource Hubs Network and increasing access to land and removing policy barriers to urban 
agriculture through passage of the Urban Agriculture Policy Plan and other ordinance upgrades.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L:  Saint Paul-Ramsey County Food and Nutrition Commission 

Contact: Julianne Sieber, Coordinator 
Email: julianne.seiber@co.ramsey.mn.us 
Phone: (651) 266-2515 

Web:  http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/ph/pc/food_and_nutrition_commission.htm  

Governance:  Government appointed council with representatives from Saint Paul and Ramsey County  

Top Priorities:  Complete report based on assessment and recommendations by five task forces and present to 
the City Council and County Board;  Work with governmental and community organizations to meet the need 
for access to community gardens; Increase access to healthful food in several low income neighborhoods 
including SNAP/EBT usage at more farmers’ market sites 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

R:  Southeast Minnesota Food Policy Working Group* 
  
Contact:  Jake Overgaard, Coordinator 
Email: over0128@umn.edu           
Phone: (651) 341-8964 
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Governance:  Independent 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mississippi 

S: Mississippi Food Policy Council 

Contact: Roy Mitchell 
Email: roym@mhap.org 
Phone: (601) 353-0845 

Web:  www.mississippifoodpolicycouncil.com & Facebook 

Governance: Independent.  We are a membership-based organization but we hold meetings open the public.  
We are governed by an 8-member Board of Directors elected by our members. 

Top Priorities:  1) Promoting Farm to School in Mississippi through legislation that would create a "Mississippi 
Farm to School week," legislation that would create an Interagency Farm to school Council, and technical 
legal/policy assistance to schools and farmers; 2) Supporting the growth and expansion of farmers’ markets in 
the state through legislation that would allow cities/counties to donate public funds to local farmers’ markets 
and through training and assistance to farmers’ markets in the state; 3) Promoting the ability of small producers 
to sell foods produced in a home kitchen through the new MDAC/MSDH pilot allowing for in-home processing 
and any other means available to support cottage foods.  

Notable Achievement:  Through the work of the Mississippi Food Policy Council, the Mississippi Department 
of Agriculture & Commerce and the Mississippi Department of Health took administrative action allowing 
Mississippians to be able to process low-risk foods at home if they complete a basic food safety course.  The 
Food Policy Council is working with stakeholders from around the state to ensure that this new rule is 
implemented in a way that allows this beneficial economic activity for small food producers. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Missouri 

C/L: Columbia Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Stacia Reilly, Health Promotion Coordinator with Columbia/Boone County Board of Health 
Email:  srreilly@gocolumbiamo.com  
Phone:  (573) 874-6345 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Greater Kansas City Food Policy Coalition 
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Contact: Beth Low, Director 
300 East 36th Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64111 
Email: bethlow@kcfoodpolicy.org 

Web: www.kcfoodpolicy.org 

Governance: Independent coalition 

Top Priorities:  Increasing institutional purchasing of locally grown foods (Institutional Purchasing Initiative 
work plan attached and three supporting docs attached); Increasing access to healthy, affordable food in several 
area food deserts (Food Deserts Initiative work plan attached); and Eat Local for the Holidays annual initiative. 
 
Notable Achievements:  Successfully advocated with coalition member organizations for the revision of 
municipal ordinances affecting urban agriculture in Kansas City, Missouri, in June 2010.  (two attachments) 
Developed local research and educational tools in 2011, including a Food Habits Survey with 4,000 responses 
(attachments: survey, findings summary, distribution map), GIS mapping of food system (two samples 
attached), and seven policy briefs.  (attached) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Springfield Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Angela Jenkins 
Email:  foodlady9525@sbcglobal.net   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: St. Louis Regional Food Policy Council 

Contact:  Healthy Youth Partnership 
Email:  info@healthyyouthpartnership.org 

Secondary Contact: Susann Archer, Congressional Deputy Leg Asst. 
Phone: (314) 962-1523 

Web:  http://healthyyouthpartnership.org/site/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=308&Itemid=163  

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Government Affairs; Research & Funding; Food Production & Distribution; Communications & 
PR 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Montana 
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S: Grow Montana Coalition 

Contact: Kevin Moore, Coordinator 
432 N. Last Chance Gulch, Helena, MT 59601 
Email: kmoore@aeromt.org 
Phone: (406) 443-7272 

Web: www.growmontana.ncat.org  

Governance: Independent coalition developed with support from the WK Kellogg Foundation.   

Top Priorities:  Developing Montana’s institutional market for local foods, supporting entrepreneurial assistance 
in value-added food processing, and framing community-based food systems as economic development 
opportunities.   

Notable Achievements:  Grow Montana’s conducted formal research and coordinated with grassroots networks 
to pass legislative policies supporting institutional markets for local foods and assistance for value-added food 
processing entrepreneurs.  Click here for research.  Click here for our legislative policies.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Missoula Community Food and Agriculture Coalition 

Contact: Bonnie Buckingham, Executive Director 
Email: bonnie@missoulacfac.org 

Web: www.MissoulaCFAC.org 

Governance: Independent.  CFAC was formed following a joint resolution at the City/County in 2005, 
recognizing the value of preserving agricultural land and ensuring access to food for all citizens.  A member of 
both the City Council and County Commissioners originally sat on the Coalition. In fall, 2009, CFAC became a 
501(c)3, and is now working independently from government, but has close ties to both city and county, 
including Office of Planning and Grants. 

Top Priorities:  1) Establish a food and farm resource network to promote our regional food and agriculture 
system as an economic driver for better access to regional food, increased food security for all, and greater 
economic benefit to our region; 2) Support beginning farmers and ranchers to ensure greater production of food 
to be sold regionally through direct and institutional markets in Western Montana; 3) Ensure sound agricultural 
land policy is enacted at the local and state level to protect farmland at risk of development. 
 
Notable Achievement:  CFAC placed land use conservation policy on the public agenda through its grassroots 
efforts.  The "Losing Ground" report is setting the foundation for local land use policy in County government.    
CFAC also secured a “chicken ordinance” allowing up to six chickens per household within City limits.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Nebraska 
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L:  Omaha Area Food Policy Council* 
 
Contact:  Lori Tatreau, Interim Co-Chair  
Email:  foragfarmtofork@gmail.com 
Phone:  (402) 599-0503 
 
Secondary Contact:  Annette Artherton, Interim Co-Chair 
Email:  aartherton@omahaeconomic.com 
Phone:  (402) 346-2300 

Web:  https://sites.google.com/site/douglasctynefoodpolicycouncil/ 

Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Establish structural organization; Developing our message and communication strategy; 
Examining current city-wide policies that deal with the complete food system 

Notable Achievement: Organized and hosted a training with Mark Winne for 30 people.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Nevada 

R:  Southern Nevada Community Food Council 
 
Contact:  Kate McLaughlin, Three Square Food Bank 
4190 N. Pecos Rd., Las Vegas, NV 89115   
Email:  kmclaughlin@threesquare.org  
Phone:  (702) 644-3663 ext. 339 
 
Web:  www.threesquare.org 
 
Governance:  Independent Coalition formed in Fall 2011 with representatives from Metro Las Vegas and four 
Southern Nevada counties (Clark, Lincoln, Nye, and Esmeralda).  Current activities focused in the Henderson 
and North Las Vegas areas.  Three Square Food Bank instigated the formation of this group.     
 
Top Priorities:  Community education about food systems issues through meetings and events; Organizing a 
community gleaning project for local food pantries; Addressing key policy issues around water use for 
community gardens, health regulations for serving fresh food at farm events, usage of school garden produce in 
school food, and more to be determined in 2012.      
 
Notable Achievement: Convening partner agencies to begin discussions of key policy issues.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Washoe County Food Policy Council (Reno) 
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Contact:  Erin Dixon, Washoe County Health District Chronic Disease Prevention Program Coordinator 
Email: edixon@washoecounty.us 
Phone:  (775) 328-2442 

Web:  http://www.gethealthywashoe.com/healthy-eating/fpc.html  

Governance:  In October 2011, the Washoe County District Board of Health established the Washoe County 
Food Policy Council as a volunteer public/private partnership to bring together representation from all sectors 
of the Food System for networking, collaboration, and promotion of access to healthy foods. 

Top Priorities:  Strategize implementation of the Washoe County Food Plan:  Access to Health Food in Washoe 
County: A Framework for Food System Design   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

New Hampshire 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

New Jersey 

L: Camden City Food Security Advisory Board 

Contact: Michael Devlin 
Email: mdevlin@camdenchildrensgarden.org 
Phone: (856) 365-8733 

Web: www.camdenchildrensgarden.org 

Governance: Established in 2009, appointments made by City Council and the Mayor. Currently 5 appointed 
members. 

Top Priorities:  Developing urban agriculture; Addressing food insecurity; Reversing obesity and hunger; 
Supporting grants and projects such as for a second supermarket in Camden. 

Notable Achievement:  The CCFSAB worked with the City to change policies and ordinances to make vacant 
land more accessible for community gardens and urban agriculture, and supported and partnered with 
applications for grant funds to address food insecurity. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Mercer Food Council 

Contact: Elyse Pivnick, Vice Pres. Environment & Community Health, Isles, Inc. 
Email: EPivnick@isles.org 
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Governance: Operates independent of a specific government jurisdiction 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  New Brunswick Community Food Alliance 

Contact:   Keith Jones, Chair 
Email:  nbfoodalliance@gmail.com   
  
Secondary Contact:  Lisanne Finston    
Email:  lfinston@elijahspromise.net  
Phone:  (732) 545-9002 
 
Web:  www.nbfood.org  
 
Governance:  Independent structure is open membership group with 17 member voting body including 3 local 
government appointed representatives, 5 residents and 9 reps of food sectors. 
 
Top Priorities:  Operationalize and establish working priorities for our five workgroups; produce a food system 
report. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  Newark Food Policy Council* 

Contact:   Ken Karamichael 
Email: karamichael@njaes.Rutgers.edu  
Phone: (732) 932-9271 x 660    

Web: www.letsmovenewark.org  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  Passaic County Food Policy Council 

Contact:   Ucheoma Akobundu, Hunger-Free Communities Director / Food Policy Council Coordinator  
Email: ucheoma@unitedwaypassaic.org   
Phone:  (973) 278-8900  

Website: http://www.unitedwaypassaic.org/Passaic_County_Food_Policy_Council.php  
 
Governance:  Independent  

Top Priorities:  (1) Develop an Action Plan to address Hunger/Food insecurity in Passaic County (2) Provide a 
permanent forum for stakeholders to discuss food-related challenges (3) Ensure that food and nutrition issues 
are prioritized in the 2012 Passaic County Sustainability Plan.  
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Notable Achievement:  The Passaic County Food Policy Council began in December 2011 and plans to 
complete a County-wide Hunger/Food Insecurity Action Plan by October 2012. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

New Mexico 

C: Grant County Food Policy Council 

Contact: Alicia Edwards, Co-Chair 
Email: director@tvcgrantcounty.org 
Phone:  (575) 388-2988 
 
Web:  www.grantcountynm.com/food  

Governance: Established as an advisory council by a resolution from the Grant County Board of Commissioners 
in 2010 

Top Priorities:  Local food purchasing; Assessment; Land Use policy; Education 

Notable Achievement:  The Council completed a local food assessment in 2012.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Las Cruces-Dona Ana County Food Policy Council* 

Contact: Aaron Sharrat, La Semilla Food Center 
Email:  lasemillafoodcenter@gmail.com  
Phone:  (575) 642-2818 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: New Mexico Food and Agriculture Policy Council 

Contact: Pam Roy, Director 
Email: Pamelaroy@aol.com or info@farmtotablenm.org 
Phone: (505) 473-1004 ext. 11   

Web: www.farmtotablenm.org/policy 

Governance: The New Mexico Food and Agriculture Policy Council was formally initiated through 2003 House 
Joint Memorial 45 

Top Priorities:  Food Access- “Healthy Kids, Healthy Economy” legislative appropriation request for $1.4 
million for NM grown fresh fruits and vegetables for NM school meals;  Farm to Market Infrastructure-  
incentives for growing local, coordinate infrastructure (public and private) to aggregate and distribute NM 
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grown produce to institutions, grocery stores, and restaurants.  Work with other organizations and agencies 
focused on "joint use" agreements for access to public facilities for local food initiatives; and Water and Land 
Conservation for Farming- Support existing land conservation programs in New Mexico and minimize barriers 
for small farms to access program, support local zoning for food production, and expand LandLink program. 
 
Notable Achievements:  In 2006, the NMFAPC led legislation to change "competitive food rules in schools" to 
minimize vending and other such activities.  (One of first states in nation to pass such a rule.)  In 2007, 
NMFAPC led legislative appropriation for "NM Grown Fresh Fruits and Vegetables for School Meals" at 
$85,000 recurring annually.  Also in 2007, the NMFAPC helped pass a memorial to create the NM Food Gap 
Task Force to focus on food access in New Mexico.  In 2008, the Task Force provided legislature with 
recommendations and has been working on them since including increasing rural grocery store assistance.  The 
NMFAPC worked tirelessly with groups around the state and at the federal level to advocate for good food 
policy.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Rio Arriba County Food & Agriculture Policy Council 

Contact: Margaret Campos, Coordinator 

Secondary Contact: Lauren Reichelt 
Email:  Lmreichelt@rio-arriba.org  
Phone: (505) 753-3143 

Website:  http://www.rio-arriba.org/boards/rio_arriba_food_council.html  

Governance: Independent 

Notable Achievement:  The Council hosted a one-day public workshop on food aggregation.  The event 
featured guest speaker Anthony Flaccavento and about 200 people attended. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Santa Fe Food Policy Council 

Contact: Rubina Cohen, Coordinator 
Email: sffoodpolicy@gmail.com  
Phone:  (505) 695-0663  

Secondary Contact: Katherine Mortimer, Chair 
Email: kemortimer@ci.santa-fe.nm.us 

Web: www.santafefoodpolicy.org 

Governance: Established as an advisory council by a joint resolution from the City of Santa Fe and Santa Fe 
County 

Top Priorities:  Disaster response/planning; Land Use Code update; Local food procurement 
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Notable Achievement:  The Farmland Preservation Resolution was approved January 2010 by the Board of 
County Commissioners.  The SFFPC used it to leverage the passage of one of the few bills that was funded by 
the legislature last year:  the Natural Heritage Conservation Act.  This act was passed with $5 million to 
establish a fund that will restore and protect, among other things, working farms, ranches and other agricultural 
lands. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

New York 

L: Food Systems Network NYC Policy Subcommittee 

Contact:  Caitlin Salemi, FSNYC General Coordinator 
Email: info@foodsystemsnyc.org 
Phone: (347) 746-7946 

Web: www.foodsystemsnyc.org 

Governance: Independent.  Food Systems Network NYC is a membership organization working toward 
universal access to nourishing, affordable food and the development of a vibrant, sustainable, regional farm and 
food economy. The FSNYC Policy Subcommittee performs research and analysis and prepares informational 
documents to inform and support Network initiatives and activities. Additionally, the Policy Subcommittee may 
develop advocacy statements regarding public policies and coordinate sign-ons by FSNYC Leadership 
Committee Members and/or Network members. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: New York State Council on Food Policy 

Contact:  Phil Giltner, Coordinator 
Email:  Phil.Giltner@Agriculture.NY.gov  
Phone: (518) 457-2771   
 
Secondary Contact:  Sarah Johnson, Council Assistant 
Email: sarah.johnson@agriculture.NY.gov  

Web: www.nyscfp.org 

Governance: New York State Governor's Office issued Executive Order No. 13 on May 18, 2007 that 
established the New York State Council on Food Policy (NYS CFP) 

Top Priorities:  Food procurement standards within State agencies; Farm to School; Farm to Institution of New 
England and New York    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  Niagara County Food Policy Council 



CFSC	  FPC	  List-‐	  May	  2012	   Page	  47	  
 

Contact:  Sue Capell, Cornell University Cooperative Extension Niagara County 
Email: suecapell@cornell.edu 
Phone:  (716) 433-8839 ext. 227 

Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Focusing on Action Plan recommendations to develop a sustainable regional food economy 

Notable Achievement:  The NCFPC recently completed a community food assessment. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L:  Utica-Oneida County Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Ron Bunce, Cornell Cooperative Extension  
Email: rab76@cornell.edu  
Phone: (315) 736-3394   
 
Secondary Contact:  Sarah Miller-Locke, United Way 
Email:  sarah.miller-locke@unitedwaygu.org 
Phone: (315) 733-4691 ext. 240 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

North Carolina 

C/L: Asheville-Buncombe Food Policy Council 

Contact: Shelley Townley 
Email: info@abfoodpolicy.com or shelley.townley@mail.house.gov  

Web: www.abfoodpolicy.com & Facebook 
 
Governance: Independent.  The four functions of the council are to serve as forums for discussing food issues, 
to foster coordination between sectors in the food system, to evaluate and influence policy, and to launch or 
support programs and services that address local needs.   

Top Priorities:  Access, Asset Mapping, Communications, Emergency, Health Wellness & Education, Land Use 
Policy, Legislation Policy & Advocacy, and Local Food Flow.   

Notable Achievement:  In January 2012, Asheville's City Council voted unanimously to support the Food 
Policy Council goal of expanding food access in residential neighborhoods through an amendment to the 
Unified Development Ordinances. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Cabarrus County Food Policy Council 
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Contact: Aaron Newton, Local Food System Program Coordinator 
Email: ajnewton@cabarruscounty.us 
Phone: (704) 920-2206 

Web:  Facebook 

Governance: Approved by the Cabarrus County Board of Commissioners in 2010. 

Top Priorities:  Integrating Local Foods into Our Schools; Engaging the Community; and Raising Awareness 
through Events (Cabarrus County FPC 2012 goals attached) 

Notable Achievement:  Cabarrus County Food System Assessment (attached)   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Charlotte-Mecklenburg Food Policy Council 

Contact: Marilyn Marks 
Email: marilynmarks3@gmail.com or charmeckfpc@gmail.com 
Phone: (704) 906-7985 

Secondary Contact: Bishop Wade H. Ferguson, III 
Phone: (704) 405-4970 

Web: charlottefoodpolicycouncil.org and Facebook 

Governance: Independent; 501(c)3 

Top Priorities:  Partnerships and Local/Regional Policy; Infrastructure; Local Food Economy; Education; 
Access/Affordability 
 
Notable Achievement:  CMFPC joined with the University of North Carolina at Charlotte and the Mecklenburg 
County Health Department to produce the Mecklenburg County Community Food Assessment, Phases 1 and 2.  
(PDFs attached)   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Durham Food Prosperity Council 

Contact: Rochelle Sparko 
Email: rochelle.sparko@gmail.com  
Phone: (919) 410-7645 

Governance: Independent  

Top Priorities:  Access to City-owned vacant lots for farming including access to the land, ability to develop 
(and get financing to develop) city owned lots as urban farm space, permitting issues, and access to water; 
Getting local food into the public school system 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: North Carolina Sustainable Local Food Advisory Council 

Contact: Joy Hicks, Policy Development Analyst, NCDA&CS 
Email: joy.hicks@ncagr.gov   
Phone: (919) 707-3012 
 
Secondary Contact:  Kristen Baughman, Staff  
Email:  Kristen.Baughman@ncagr.gov  

Web: www.ncagr.gov/localfood 

Governance: Approved by the NC State Legislature 

Top Priorities:  Extend the Sunset Date of the Council until July 31, 2017; Appropriate $100,000 recurring  
to provide for one permanent position in the NCDA&CS that will serve as staff for the Council and to  
provide for recurring costs of Council activities; Statutorily designate one representative of the  
Conservation Trust for North Carolina (CTNC) as a member of the Council in lieu of the appointment of  
one representative of the North Carolina Farm Transition Network, Inc.; Appropriate $55,000 to  
NCDA&CS for a consumer level survey of local food interests; Appropriate funds to increase the storage  
and preparation facilities in those schools lacking the equipment necessary to participate in the farm to  
school programs. 
 
Notable Achievement:  The North Carolina legislature adopted a resolution supporting legislation to exempt 
small-scale processing of agricultural products from wastewater permit requirements.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R:  Southeastern North Carolina Food Systems Program “Feast Down East” 

Contact:  Dr. Leslie Hossfeld, Executive Director 
Email: HossfeldL@uncw.edu  
Phone: (910) 962-7849 

Website: www.feastdowneast.org 

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities: Expand number of Child Nutrition Directors buying local from Feast Down East Processing and 
Distribution Farmer Cooperative; Continue to build the capacity of limited resource farmers in Southeastern 
North Carolina; Expand and promote buy local campaign in Southeastern North Carolina. 

Notable Achievement: The group created the successful Feast Down East Processing and Distribution Center, 
became a USDA designated Food Hub, and increased institutional and consumer buying of local farm product. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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North Dakota 

R:  Cass Clay County Food Systems Initiative (ND/MN) 
 
Contact:  Kim Lipetzky, Steering Committee member representing the City of Fargo, North Dakota  
Email:  klipetzky@cityoffargo.com 
Phone:  (701) 241-8195 
 
Secondary Contact:  Gina Nolte, Steering Committee member representing Clay County, Minnesota 
Email:  gina.nolte@co.clay.mn.us  
Phone:  (218) 299-7185 
 
Web:  www.letseatlocal.org  
 
Governance:  Independent. The Initiative is currently governed by a five member steering committee. 
Representatives from various sectors of the food system as well as interested citizens have the opportunity to 
serve on task force groups including food infrastructure, urban agriculture, economic development, outreach 
and education, and food access.   
 
Top Priorities:  Work with our local Metropolitan Planning Organization to develop an area food systems 
report; Create a business road map for connecting local foods to individual and institutional consumers; and 
Continue to map the community to assess food access issues and land use opportunities   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Ohio 

L:  Athens Food Policy Council 

Contact: Michelle Ajamian, Founder 
Email: goodfooddirect@gmail.com  
Phone:  (740) 590-1501  

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Education; Local Food Marketing; Access and Equity; Economic and Food Community; 
Assessments; Advocacy; Policy   

Notable Achievement:  The AFPC successfully advocated for an ordinance that allows front yard food 
gardening in Athens City.     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Food Policy Council 

Contact: Morgan Taggart, Ohio State University Extension 
Email: taggart.32@cfaes.osu.edu 
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Web: www.cccfoodpolicy.org 

Governance: Independent (public-private partnership) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R:  Food Council of Northwest Ohio* 

Contact:  Paula Ross, Research Associate at the University of Toledo Urban Affairs Center 
Email:  Paula.Ross@utoledo.edu  
Phone:  (419) 530-3595 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  Franklin County Local Food Council 

Contact:  Brian Williams, Agriculture Specialist, Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
Email:  franklincountylocalfoodcouncil@gmail.com 
 
Web: www.franklincountylocalfoodcouncil.org  

Governance:  Independent    

Top Priorities:  Address barriers and opportunities to strengthen connections among producers, processors, 
distributors, retailers and recyclers and link these food system actors to non-profit organizations and local 
government entities and address their in a common effort to support a resilient local food system; Improve the 
availability of safe and healthful local food at affordable prices for all; Ensure through education that citizens, 
agencies, organizations and local businesses consider a healthful and resilient local food system to be an 
essential part of all policy, planning and decision-making. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R:  Greater Cincinnati Regional Food Policy Council 
 
Contact: Lauren Niemes, member 
Email: lauren@nutritioncouncil.org 
Phone: (513) 621-3262    

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Build council infrastructure; City zoning for mobile vending; and Revising childcare regulations 
that prohibit fresh produce 

Notable Achievement:  The newly formed Council has written bylaws, recruited members, and are now 
developing their first position papers. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  Knox County Food Council 
 
Contact: John Marsh, Chair 
Email: marshj@kenyon.edu 
Phone: (740) 427-5998  

Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Community Gardens; More farm to cafeteria with local school systems; Fresh local for seniors; 
Encouraging more value-adding infrastructure creation; Assisting producer/consumer cooperative formation; 
Assisting micro-finance endeavor of local college students as they startup 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R:  Lake Local Food Initiative 

Contact: Cheryl Hammon, Chairman 
Email: weedsinmygarden@hotmail.com 
Phone:  (440) 474 9885 
  
Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Supporting our farmers' markets; Increasing local food in schools and colleges; Education 
 
Notable Achievement:  The Lake Local Food Initiative sponsored the movie "Fresh" with a panel discussion.  
The panel had a diverse group of individuals that represented the local food industry.  The theatre was packed 
and the discussion was lively and informative.  They have also had some success with getting apples into a 
couple local schools. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  Montgomery County Food Policy Coalition (Dayton) 
 
Contact:  Cathy Startzman, Coordinator  
Email: startzmanc@mcohio.org 
Phone:  (937) 225-6445 

Secondary Contact: Brian Raison 
Email: raison.1@cfaes.osu.edu 
 
Governance:  Government Appointed by the Montgomery County Board of Commissioners 

Top Priorities:  Assess food deserts in Montgomery County; Assess, identify and implement plan to connect 
eligible senior citizens to food assistance program; and Develop community gardens to provide education in 
food production, preparation and preservation. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S:  Ohio Food Policy Council Network 
 
Contact:  Jill Clark, Ohio State University 
Email:  clark.1099@osu.edu 
Phone:  (614) 571-1583 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C:  Summit County Food Policy Coalition (Akron) 

Contact: Beth Knorr, Steering Committee Member 
Email: farmersmarket@cvcountryside.org 
Phone:  (330) 657-2542 ext. 224  
 
Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Healthy corner stores; Community education about healthy eating and local food access; 
Creating opportunities for would-be farmers  

Notable Achievement:  The SCFPC facilitated getting fresh fruits and vegetables into a corner store in a 
neighborhood that did not have that as an option previously.  Additionally, the Summit County Council adopted 
a Food Charter that the Coalition put forth in 2012.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Oklahoma 

S:  Oklahoma Food Policy Council* 
 
Contact:  Kirby Smith, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry 
Email: kirby.smith@ag.ok.gov  
Phone:  (405) 521-6479 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  Tulsa Food Security Council 
 
Contact:  Katie Plohocky, Chair 
Email:  kplohocky@gmail.com 
Phone:  (918) 346-3788 
 
Web:  www.tulsafoodsecurity.org 
 
Governance:  Independent  
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Top Priorities: Farm Bill; Cottage Producers laws; Getting rid of eligibility of soda and candy to be used with 
SNAP; Community Gardens; Healthy Corner Store bill changes; Strategic planning; food desert tour using 
public transportation for policymakers  
 
Notable Achievement:  Healthy Corner store bill passed in 2010 provided healthy corner stores with definition 
of selling healthy food and access to AgLink program that provides low-interest loans for farmers.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Oregon 

R: Central Oregon Food Policy Council 

Contact: Ben Gordon, Co-chair 
Email: centraloregonfoodpolicy@gmail.com 
Phone: (541) 728-3812 
 
Secondary Contact: Katrina Van Dis, Program Coordinator for the Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council 
Email:  kvandis@coic.org 
Phone: (541) 504-3307 

Web: www.centraloregonfoodpolicy.org  

Governance: Independent, 501c3 non-profit status in progress.  The COFPC is a 13-member volunteer Council 
composed of a Board of Directors representing Deschutes, Crook and Jefferson Counties in Central Oregon. 
Our vision is to lead the effort to achieve a sustainable and just food system in Central Oregon using the 
following strategies: Healthy Food Access, Public Policy Advocacy, and Networks and Knowledge Sharing.  

Top Priorities: Improving healthy food access; Advocating for public policies that increase local, sustainable 
food production; and Increasing outreach and education opportunities. 
 
Notable Achievement:  Central Oregon Food Policy Council’s biggest achievement is maintaining a strong 
board of directors and becoming a non-profit in our first year; partnering with local government to become a 
Buy Fresh Buy Local chapter, the first in Oregon; and developing a map of land use policies for three counties.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C: Lane County Food Policy Council 

Contact: Deb Johnson-Shelton, President 
Oregon Research Institute, 1715 Franklin Boulevard, Eugene, OR 97403-1983 
Email: debj@ori.org 
Phone: (541) 484-2123 

Web: www.fpclanecounty.org & Facebook 
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Governance: Independent (maintains government liaisons to the council) 

Top Priorities:  Assistance in developing a school nutrition free-zone policy that limits Fast Food and other 
calorie dense food outlets within school catchment areas; Assistance in developing community-based 
agricultural capacity in underserved areas of the county’s major metro area; Organizing of food organizations 
into a coalition for economic development, community health, and food sovereignty in the county. 

Notable Achievement:  The LCFPC participated and supported in holding a large-scale university-based food 
justice conference, including a food sovereignty colloquium with Dr. Vandana Shiva as guest presenter. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Portland-Multnomah Food Policy Council 

Contact: Steve Cohen 
City of Portland, Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, Food Policy and Programs 
Email: steve.cohen@portlandoregon.gov 
Phone: (503) 823-4225 

Secondary Contact:  Anita Yap, Chair 
Email:  ayap2008@yahoo.com  

Web: http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?c=42290 

Governance: A citizen-based advisory council to the City of Portland and Multnomah County. 

Top Priorities:  Food justice; Identifying and reducing regulatory barriers in the food system; Transparency in 
policy and decision making 

Notable Achievement:  The PMFPC developed criteria to engage broad participation from community members 
and stakeholders on the FPC through outreach and membership.  In addition, the FPC encouraged increased 
transparency in the appointing process historically done within city jurisdiction. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Treasure Valley Food Coalition (Southwestern Idaho/ Eastern Oregon) 

Contact: Janie Burns 
Email:  treasurevalleyfoodcoalition@gmail.com 
 
Web: www.treasurevalleyfoodcoalition.org 

Governance: Independent.  The Treasure Valley Food Coalition is a non-profit organization in support of a 
vibrant local food economy in the Treasure Valley Food Shed of Southwestern Idaho and Eastern Oregon.  We 
are currently operating as a small steering committee that works on raising awareness about our local food 
system and collaborating with other organizations to increase the amount of food grown and consumed locally. 

Top Priorities:  Education, Networking, 20% locally grown food by the year 2020 
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Notable Achievement:  2011 Year of Idaho Food Campaign   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Pennsylvania 

C: Adams County Food Policy Council (Gettysburg) 

Contact: Kim Davidson 
Email: adamsfoodpolicy@gmail.com 

Web: www.adamsfoodpolicy.org 

Governance: Established by proclamation on May 13, 2009 by the County Commissioners 

Top Priorities:  Increase low-income families’ access to nutritious food; Support Farm to Institution initiatives; 
Local foods network for education and collaboration to support a local, sustainable food system.    

Notable Achievements:  The Adams County Food Policy Council instigated The Fair Share Project, a food 
voucher program piloted in June 2011.  In 2012, it aims to enable 40 families to purchase food from the Adams 
County Farm Fresh Markets.  Each family will receive $40 in vouchers per month during the months of June-
September, 2012.  These vouchers can be used to purchase fruit, vegetable, eggs, meat and bread at designated 
markets.  For more information see:  
http://www.gettysburg.edu/about/offices/college_life/cps/campus_kitchen/fair_share_project.dot and an 
assessment of the project is available here: http://www.gettysburg.edu/dotAsset/3323112.jpg    Other major 
accomplishments:  http://www.adamsfoodpolicy.org/accomplishments.html 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Philadelphia Food Policy Advisory Council 

Contact: Joan Blaustein, Co-Chair 
Email: joan.blaustein@phila.gov   
Phone:  (215) 683-0215 
 
Governance:  Members appointed by the Philadelphia City Council 
 
Top Priorities:   Develop policy recommendations for the City administration in the areas of Vacant Land Use, 
Workforce Development, and Hunger.   
 
Notable Achievement:  In its two years of existence, the Council organized a governance system and developed 
subcommittees that include members from outside the Council. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Pittsburgh Area Food Policy Council 
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Contact: Heather Mikulas, Chair 
Email: hem12@psu.edu  

Secondary Contact: Veronica Malencia 
Email: vqm5091@ag.psu.edu 

Web: pghfood.pbworks.com/Pittsburgh-Area-Food-Policy-Council 

Governance: Independent (operate as a loose coalition of several organizations) 

Top Priorities: Improve access to healthy food for every Pittsburgh resident by promoting a farmers market 
system that is accessible to all resident including those who depend on social benefits such as Food Stamps and 
WIC; Supporting urban agriculture initiatives by working with Pittsburgh’s Department of City Planning to 
develop appropriate and practical urban agricultural zoning ordinances; Increasing public awareness of urban 
food systems and good nutrition, as well as the PFPC and urban agricultural efforts through education and 
outreach.  

Notable Achievement: The PAFPC hosted the first ever Regional FPC Symposium in December 2011 as an 
opportunity for peer learning around strengthening our food systems.  Over 90 people from across the country 
attended. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: South Central Pennsylvania Food Policy Council* (Carlisle) 

Contact: Cheryl Burns, Capital Resource Conservation and Development 
Email: cburns@capitalrcd.org   
Phone:  (717) 241-4361 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: York Food Policy Council* 

Contact: Susan M. Snell, Health Educator at WellSpan Community Health Improvement 
Email: ssnell@wellspan.org   
Phone:  (717) 851-3224 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Rhode Island 

S: Rhode Island Food Policy Council 

Contact:  Leo Pollock, Staff Coordinator 
Email:  leo@southsideclt.org   
Phone:  (401) 273-9419 ext. 28 
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Secondary Contact:  Jennifer Quigley-Harris, Communications Coordinator 
Email:  quigleyharris@gmail.com 
Phone:  (401) 835-6838 

Web: http://www.rifoodcouncil.org/ and Facebook 
Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Develop work groups (Finance, Policy, and Outreach/Communications) and priorities;  Increase 
access to safe, fresh, affordable, nutritious and culturally appropriate food; Increase supply of foods produced, 
raised, caught, processed and distributed in Rhode Island; Cultivate healthy food environments; Boost state’s 
food economy   

Notable Achievement:  The RIFPC was officially launched on October 24, 2011, in connection with the 
inaugural national Food Day.  The morning launch event included speeches by Rhode Island First Lady 
Stephanie Chafee, RI Department of Environmental Management Director Janet Coit, RI Department of Health 
Director Michael Fine, Andrew Schiff (CEO of the RI Food Bank, and a member of the RIFPC), and included a 
summary of the RI state food assessment conducted by Karp Resources.  The morning event had nearly 100 
attendees, with Governor Chafee's proclamation declaring October 24th Food Day in Rhode Island read by the 
First Lady. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

South Carolina 

S: South Carolina Food Policy Council 

Contact: Beth Crocker 
P.O. Box 11280, Columbia, SC 29211-1280 
Email:  bcrocker@scda.sc.gov   
Phone: (803) 734-2200 

Web: www.agriculture.sc.gov/content.aspx?ContentID=697 

Governance: Independent (sponsored by Department of Agriculture; Board of Directors are nominated every 3 
years) 

Notable Achievement:  The SCFPC introduced legislation on “Truth in Labeling” on menus and Farm to 
School. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Spartanburg Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Ana Parra, Spartanburg Childhood Obesity Task Force, Access to Healthy Food Committee 
Email:  aparra@hubcityfm.org  
Phone:  (864) 585-0905  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

South Dakota 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Tennessee 

C/L: Food Advisory Council for Memphis and Shelby County  

Contact: Chris Peterson 
Email: growmemphisorg@gmail.com 
Phone: (901) 725-4990 
 
Website: www.growmemphis.org 
 
Governance: Independent, but designed to have government membership 
 
Top Priorities:  Continuing to work with Health Department on suggestions for Food Ordinance Handbook; 
Help eliminate barriers to use of public land for community gardening; Help eliminate barriers to mobile 
markets 
 
Notable Achievement:  The Council conducted a comprehensive review of the Memphis Food Ordinance 
Handbook with the Shelby County Health Department and Harvard Law School Health and Public Policy 
Clinic. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Knoxville/Knox County Food Policy Council 

Contact: Stephanie Welch, Chair 
Email: stephanie.welch@knoxcounty.org 
Phone: (865) 215-5297 

Web: www.ci.knoxville.tn.us/boards/food.asp 

Governance:  City/County-appointed Board.  Eleven members are on the Council. Five are appointed by the 
City Mayor and six are appointed by the County Mayor. 

Top Priorities:  Creating connections between producers and restaurants/retail food; Better understanding and 
addressing food access issues; Policy work around urban agriculture. 
 
Notable Achievement:  The Knoxville/Knox County Food Policy Council is celebrating 30 years as an 
organization— the "oldest" food policy council in the nation.  Promotional materials for 30th anniversary 
celebration (Eat Play Live Knoxville- attached) 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  Nashville Food Policy Council 
 
Contact:  Megan Morton, Community Food Advocates   
Phone:  (615) 385-2286 ext. 224 

Web: Facebook 

Governance: Independent, but work closely with the Mayor's Office and Public Health Department 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S:  Tennessee Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Michelle Moyers, Chair of the TN Food Policy Network 
Email:  michelle.moyers@knoxcounty.org  
Phone:  (865) 215-5217 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Texas 

R: The Alamo Regional Food Security Network* 

Contact:  Stan Livengood, Alamo Area Council of Governments 
Email: slivengood@aacog.com  
Phone:  (972) 814-0928 
 
Governance:  Independent.  The Alamo Food Policy Council (AFPC) serves eleven rural counties that surround 
San Antonio – Atascosa, Bandera, Comal, Frio, Gillespie, Guadalupe, Karnes, Kendall, Kerr, Medina, and 
Wilson Counties.  
 
Top Priorities:  Establish local food policy/food security networks in each county in the region, focusing efforts 
on five of the 12 counties in 2012. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

C/L: Austin/Travis Sustainable Food Policy Board 

Contact: Marla Camp 
Email: marla@edibleaustin.com 
Phone: (512) 441-3971 

Secondary Contact:  Paula McDermott, Chairperson 
Email: mcscog@swbell.net 
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Web: www.edibleaustin.com/content/sustainable-food-policy-board-resources-178 

Governance: Created by city ordinance; associated with Travis County Commissioners 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Dallas Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Susie Marshall, The Gleaning Network of Texas and Founder 
Phone:  (972) 814-0928  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: El Paso Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Xochitl Gamboa, PAHO/WHO U.S.-Mexico Border Office 
Email:  gamboaxo@paho.org 
Phone:  (915) 845-5950 ext. 42539 
 
Secondary Contact: Dr. Maria Teresa Cerqueira 
Email: cerqueim@fep.paho.org  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Food Policy Council of San Antonio 

Contact: Len Trevino, Council Co-Chair 
Email: lentrevino@hotmail.com 
Phone: (210) 541-2028 
  
Secondary Contact: Leslie Provence, Council Co-Chair 
Email:  lprovence@sbcglobal.net 
Phone:  (210) 213-9631   

Governance: Created under the San Antonio Metropolitan Health District with a CPPW grant.  Transitioning to 
501c3 status in summer 2012.  

Top Priorities:  Collect and disseminate information about food policies at all levels that affect our community; 
Become known as a stakeholder forum for the local food system; and Engage the community to drive changes 
in the local food system.  

Notable Achievement:  Food security assessment and proposed Farm Bill principles and resolution to City.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Houston Food Policy Council* 
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Contact:   Jay Blazek Crossley, Houston Tomorrow 
Email: jay.crossley@houstontomorrow.org   
Phone:  (713) 523-5757 
 
Contact:  Scott Howard, Urban Harvest  
Email:  Scott-Howard@att.net  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Utah 

L: Salt Lake City Food Policy Task Force 

Contact: Bridget Stuchly, Outreach Program Manager 
Email:  Bridget.Stuchly@slcgov.com  
Phone: (801) 535-6438 
 
Contact: Gina Cornia and Ben Mates, FPTF Co-chairs 
Email: cornia@uah.org / benjmates@att.net 
Phone: (801) 328-2561 / (801) 518-3266 

Web: www.slcgov.com/slcgreen 

Governance: Advisory to Mayor’s office 

Top Priorities:  Conducting a Community Food Assessment to help identify priorities, Passing the Salt Lake 
City Farm Bill Principles Joint Resolution, Increasing Public Awareness around local food issues 

Notable Achievement:  The Salt Lake City FPTF successfully advocated for zoning revisions concerning 
beekeeping, chickens, urban agriculture, and landscaping revision to allow for food production in front yards.  
In addition, they are launching a community food assessment and completed a backyard food production 
mapping project.  (PDFs attached) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Vermont 

L: Burlington Food Council 

Contact:  Will Robb, Facilitator 
Email: william.h.robb@gmail.com  
Phone:  (802) 233-3609 

Web: www.burlingtonfoodcouncil.org 

Governance: We are a City-recognized group (through resolution) and report to the City Council quarterly, but 
we are largely independent 
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Top Priorities:  Supporting the Burlington Urban Agriculture Task Force in completing its report to city council, 
developing a set of recommendations to the city around creating a cohesive policy for urban agriculture in 
Burlington; Form a steering committee to guide the Council through a capacity building process; Identify one or 
two high priority projects.  
 
Notable Achievement:  The BFC helped develop a city council resolution creating the Urban Agriculture Task 
Force, which has been charged with "developing a cohesive urban agriculture policy" for the city.  The Task 
Force identified several areas for policy development, potential programs, and changes to ordinance and zoning 
structure that would help urban agriculture thrive. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Central Vermont Food Systems Council (Montpelier) 

Contact:  Joseph Kiefer 
Email:  joskiefer@aol.com  

Web:  http://cvfsc.wordpress.com/  

Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities: Agricultural Policy & Economics; Farming & Growers; Infrastructure; Food Education; 
Household Producer-Consumers; Food Justice; and Food Currency 

Notable Achievement:  The CVFSC raised over $10,000 in three years for school garden programs in 
Washington County, Vermont, with proceeds from the annual Growing Local Festival in Montpelier.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Waterbury-Duxbury Food Council 

Contact: Erica Campbell 
Waterbury-Duxbury Food Council, c/o Erica Campbell, 379 Marshall Road, Waterbury, VT 05676 
Email: ericacampbellvt@gmail.com 

Secondary Contact: Rick Scharf 
Email: rscharf@pshift.com  

Web: Facebook 

Top Priorities:  Food System Economic Development/Agritourism; Producer-Consumer Linkages (getting more 
local food into retail establishments, supporting farmers' markets, etc.); and Consumer Education and Outreach 
(accessing healthy food, consumer awareness, food access to low income populations)  
 
Notable Achievements:  The Waterbury-Duxbury Food Council helped develop several Farm to School 
programs:  https://sites.google.com/a/wdsdvt.net/foodservice/home 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Virginia 

L:  Richmond Food Policy Task Force*  

Contact: Anne Darby 
Email: asandcountyalmanac@gmail.com 
Phone:  (804) 646-7000   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S: Virginia Food System Council 

Contact: Don Loock, Chair 
Email: dloock@pecva.org 
Phone:  (540) 522-4222   

Secondary Contact: Maria Van Dyke, Secretary 
Email: mvandyke@virginiafoodsystemcouncil.org  

Web: http:/virginiafoodsystemcouncil.org 

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities: “Grow Virginia’s Economy!” Challenge; Developing comprehensive informational and 
networking resource website for consumers and other food system stakeholders (report attached) 

Notable Achievement:  The Virginia Food System Council recently completed the “Virginia Farm to Table 
Plan” in collaboration with Virginia Cooperative Extension and the University of Virginia:  
http:/virginiafoodsystemcouncil.org.  Additional resources related to the Plan can be found at 
http://virginiafarmtotable.org 

The Virginia Food System Council, in collaboration with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services and the Virginia Department of Education, successfully advocated for the passage of House Joint 
Resolution 95 in 2010 to establish an annual Virginia Farm-to-School Week. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Washington 

C: Clark County Food Systems Council (Vancouver) 

Contact: Tricia Mortell, Clark County Public Health 
Email: Tricia.mortell@clark.wa.gov 
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Secondary Contact: Elspeth Durek, RD, Clark County Public Health Nutritionist 
Email: elspeth.durek@clark.wa.gov 

Web: www.clark.wa.gov/public-health/about/foodsystemscouncil.html 

Governance: Independent Coalition; receives staffing support from Clark County Public Health.  

Top Priorities:  Healthy Food Access, Land and Resource Preservation, Community Education  

Notable Achievement:   Clark County Food System Council was a key community champion in efforts to retain 
County property, previously used as a Washington State University (WSU) agricultural research station, for 
agricultural pursuits.  The 78th Street Heritage Farm property has been dedicated as space to:  celebrate our 
agricultural heritage, maintain WSU's presence in Clark County, showcase and promote sustainable agricultural 
and building practices, enhance community wellness and inspire life-long learning, promote community 
volunteerism and integrate activities and resources that provide community access to open space.  Information 
about 78th Street Heritage Farm can be found at http://www.clark.wa.gov/farm/index.asp. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Regional Food Policy Council (Puget Sound) 

Contact: Olivia Robinson, Regional Affairs Coordinator 
Puget Sound Regional Council, 1011 Western Ave, Suite 500, Seattle, WA 98104 
Email: orobinson@psrc.org   
Phone: (206) 464-6174 

Web: http://www.psrc.org/about/advisory/regional-food-policy-council/ 

Governance: Regional representing King, Snohomish, Pierce, and Kitsap counties. 

Top Priorities: Focus on three subcommittees - agriculture, economic development and equity; creating a policy 
landscape map.  Their work plans can be found on the main page of the website. 

Notable Achievements:  Collaborated with the University of Washington on regional food system assessment; 
creating database of regional food-related policies; started work with Seattle on including food in 
comprehensive plan:  http://www.psrc.org/assets/6715/rfpc_progress_report_2011.pdf 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Spokane Food Policy Council* 

Contact: Natalie Tauzin, Spokane Food Access Coalition 
Email: ntauzin@spokanecounty.org  
Phone: (509) 324-1530 

Web:  http://www.srhd.org/services/sfac.asp  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

West Virginia 

S:  West Virginia Food Charter* 

Contact:  Savanna Lyons, Program Manager, WV Food & Farm Coalition  
c/o West Virginia Community Development Hub, 328 Neville St. Beckley, WV 25801 
Email: s.lyons@wvhub.org 
Phone: (304) 673-0053 

Web:  www.wvhub.org/foodandfarmcoalition 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Wisconsin 

C: Dane County Food Council (Madison)  

Contact: Martin Bailkey  
Email: bailkey@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: (608) 218-9478 

Web: www.countyofdane.com/foodcouncil 

Governance: Appointed Citizen Committee of the Dane County Board of Supervisors.  Three of the nine 
members are County Supervisors.  

Top Priorities:  Develop food and agriculture policy recommendations for Dane County; Advocate for food and 
agricultural policy that supports our vision for the Dane County food system; Promote public education and 
outreach on food and agriculture issues; and Establish a coalition of the county's food system groups to 
collaboratively address food system and agriculture issues. 

Notable Achievement:  The DCFC’s engaged key community partners in its six years of existence - whether it 
was forming the Dane County Food Coalition (#4 in the Action Plan), assisting the creation of the Institutional 
Food Market Coalition in the County, hosting a successful recognition event for County food system actors, or 
other things. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

R: Good Food Network (Western Lake Superior- MN/WI) 

Contact: Jamie Harvie, Executive Director for the Institute for a Sustainable Future 
c/o Founder Healthy Food in Health Care, 8 N. 2nd Ave. East. Suite 200, Duluth, MN 55802 
Email: harvie@isfusa.org   
Phone: (218) 525-7806 
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Web:  http://www.goodfoodnetwork.org/home.html  

Governance: Independent. GFN is a network of regional food system organizations representing farmers, 
gardeners, anti-hunger advocates, consumers, nutritionists, policy makers, and others working to support 
environment and systems change.  GFN is managed by a steering committee representing a diversity of 
organizations engaged in the regional food system. 

Top Priorities: Economic Resilience, Community Health, Social Justice, Food Knowledge & Culture, 
Ecological Health 

Notable Achievement:  Lake Superior Good Food Charter Draft   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Milwaukee Food Council 

Contact: Martha Davis Kipcak 
Center for Resilient Cities, 1243 N. 10th Street, Suite 200, Milwaukee, WI 53205 
Email: martha.daviskipcak@resilientcities.org 
Phone: (414) 289-7799 

Web:  http://www.resilientcities.org/Resilient_Cities/MILWAUKEE_FOOD_COUNCIL.html  

Governance:  Independent.  Housed at the Center for Resilient Cities, but operates independently of this 
organization and any government entity.     

Top Priorities:  Urban Agriculture; Healthy Food Access; Policy Change and Advocacy 

Notable Achievement:  The Milwaukee Food Council underwent an intensive strategic planning process in 2011 
in order to guide the work and clarify goals (attached).  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

S:  Wisconsin Food Policy Council* 

Contact:  Amy Meinen, Wisconsin Department of Health Services   
Email:  Amy.Meinen@dhs.wisconsin.gov  
Phone:  (608) 267-9194 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Wyoming 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBAL COUNCILS 

Hoopa Food Policy Council (California) 

Contact:  Rhoby Cook, District Coordinator, Klamath Trinity Resource Conservation District 
Email:  RCook.ktrcd@gmail.com 
Phone:  (530) 625-4222 
 
Governance: Independent, works in cooperation with Hoopa Valley Tribe 
 
Top Priorities:  Broadly based assessment of community food issues using Participatory Action Research 
approach; compilation of demographic data; outreach activities  
  
Notable Achievement:  The HFPC is the first food policy council based in a California Indian reservation 
community. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Muscogee Creek Nation Food and Fitness Policy Council (Okmulgee, OK) 

Contact:  Rita Williams, Coordinator  
Email:  rwilliams@mvskokefood.org 
Phone:  (918) 759-1891 
 
Web: http://www.mvskokefood.org/component/content/article/99-muscogee-creek-nation-food-a-fitness-policy-
council.html   

Governance:  Tribal Advisory Board comprised of tribal department managers, health systems, WIC, Head 
Start, Child care, Commodity program, legislative branch, Community farmer and rancher, elderly nutrition 
program  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Oneida Community Integrated Food Systems (Wisconsin) 

Contact:  Bill Ver Voort, Coordinator  
Email:  Wvervoor@oneidanation.org   
Phone:  (920) 496-7423   
 
Web:  www.oneidanation.org/ocifs   

Governance:  Tribal Advisory Board  

Top Priorities:  Addressing food insecurity; Expanding farm to school project; Youth and community education 
about food and nutrition  
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Notable Achievements:  OCIFS completed a community food assessment and also created the Oneida 4-H Food 
Buyers club to accelerate the Farm to School program (attached). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L:  Pryor Food Policy Council (Oklahoma) 
 
Contact:  Rita Scott 
Email:  rejuvrita@olp.net  
Phone:  (918) 640-5408 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

L: Tahlequah Food Policy Council (Cherokee County, Oklahoma) 

Contact: Rita Scott, Food Policy Council Project Manager     
Email: rejuvrita@olp.net 
Phone: (918)-640-5408 
 
Secondary Contact:  Pamela Kingfisher 
Email: pjkingfisher@hughes.net   

Web: Facebook 

Governance: Independent.  The Tahlequah Food Policy Council began organizing local people in June of 2011, 
as a way to understand, support and develop the local food system in Cherokee County and the surrounding 
counties.  
 
Top Priorities: Production; Processing; Distribution; Consumption; and Composting/Recycling  

Notable Achievement:  The TFPC conducted a mapping project of local food resources in partnership with the 
Cherokee Nation.  The group conducted a participatory mapping analysis with over 50 attendees.  The project is 
housed online as an ongoing project with the assistance of the Cherokee Nation Geo-Data department:  
http://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=7021f7ba96b0467a947283affbff17e6 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

CANADIAN COUNCILS 

Alberta 

Alberta Food Policy Council 

Contact: Paul Hughes 
Email: focus@netidea.com or AlbertaFPC@yahoo.ca  
Phone: (403) 383-3420      
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Web: albertafoodpolicycouncil.blogspot.com 
Facebook | Twitter  http://www.facebook.com/AlbertaFood#  

Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Defending food charter to promote food liberty; cross-Canada municipal Agri-Canada food 
policy group; food production; Held candidate forums for municipal elections    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Calgary Food Policy Council 

Contact: Paul Hughes 
Email: focus@netidea.com  
Phone: (403) 383-3420    

Web: www.calgaryfoodpolicycouncil.ca or calgaryfoodpolicy.blogspot.com 

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities:  Promote Calgary community gardens and future community farms; Leverage social media; 
Converting transportation utility corridors to farmland; Value-added production of food; Promote household 
food security; kid’s farm; Canadian urban chicken club    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

British Columbia 

Central Okanagan Food Policy Council (Kelowna) 

Contact: Casey Hamilton, Chair 
Email: cofpcs@gmail.com  
 
Web: http://www.okanaganfood.com & Facebook 
 
Governance:  Independent.  The Central Okanagan Food Policy Council (COFPC) is a group concerned about 
the Central Okanagan Food System.  Our focus is work in Food Security, Food Sovereignty, Food Policy - 
basically anything that has to do with food and its cycle through growth, production, processing, purchasing, 
consuming, disposal and all people and policies involved in the process. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Kamloops Food Policy Council 
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Contact: Laura Kalina, Co-Chair 
Email: Laura.kalina@interiorhealth.ca or kamloopsfoodpolicy@gmail.com 
Phone: (250) 851-7474 

Web: www.kamloopsfoodpolicycouncil.com & Facebook 

Governance:  Independent grass roots.   

Top Priorities:  Public Produce Project 

Notable Achievement:  The City adopted Kamloops FPC document “Best Practices in Urban Agriculture” 
within their Sustainable Plan.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Vancouver Food Policy Council 

Contact: Brent Mansfield, Council Co-Chair 
Email: brentmansfield@gmail.com 
Secondary email: foodpolicy@vancouver.ca 

Web: vancouver.ca/COMMSVCS/socialplanning/initiatives/foodpolicy/policy/council.htm or 
www.vancouverfoodpolicycouncil.ca & Facebook 

Governance: The VFPC was created through a City of Vancouver Council motion and operates under a 
Council-approved terms of reference  

Top Priorities:  Working with the City to develop and implement a coordinated food strategy; Supporting 
neighbourhood-level food system initiatives; Local, sustainable food procurement  
  
Notable Achievement:  The Vancouver FPC advocated for and collaborated with the City to take an 
integrated, systems approach to food policy building through the adoption of a Food Charter and now towards a 
Food Strategy. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Manitoba 

Winnipeg Food Policy Working Group 

Contact: Paul Chorney, Food Matters Manitoba 
Email: paul@foodmattersmanitoba.ca 
Phone: (204) 943-0822 

Secondary Contact: Stefan Epp 
Email: stefan@foodmattersmanitoba.ca 
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Web: www.winnipegfoodpolicy.org 

Governance: Winnipeg Food Policy working group is actively involved in discussions with the City of 
Winnipeg and in presentations to elected officials with the goal of formally establishing a Food Policy Council. 

Top Priorities: Continue to educate/advocate for a City of Winnipeg Food Policy Council; Expand our 
stakeholder base; Develop a series of policy recommendation documents to present to the City on such topics as 
composting, urban agriculture and child nutrition 
 
Notable Achievement:  The WFPWG successfully advocated for a food security section to be added to the 
City’s long range planning document OurWinnipeg.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Ontario 

Brant/Brantford Food Systems Coalition  

Contact: Melissa Atkinson, Chair  
Email:  MAtkinson@grchc.ca 
 
Secondary Contact:  Sarah Gill 
Email:  sgill@grchc.ca 
Phone:  (519) 754-0777 x 235 

Governance:  Independent, currently chaired by Grand River Community Health Centre 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Guelph Wellington Food Round Table 

Contact: Kelly Janz 
Email: info@gwfrt.com or guelphfood@gmail.com  

Web:  http://gwfrt.com/ 

Governance: Independent 

Top Priorities: Promotion of the Guelph Wellington Food Charter; Food Access; Community Gardens 
  
Notable Achievement:  In 2011, the GWFRT’s presentation to the Guelph City Council led to the City of 
Guelph endorsing the Guelph-Wellington Food Charter.  Other successes can be viewed here (attach PDF).   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Halton Food Council 
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Contact: Lynn Garrison MHSc, RD, Halton Region Health Department 
1151 Bronte Road, Oakville, Ontario, L6M 3L1 
Email: Lynn.Garrison@halton.ca 
Phone: (905) 825-6000 x 7313 or (866) 442-5866 

Secondary Contact:  Gayle Cruikshank, Co-Chair 
Email:  gayle@haltonfoodforthought.ca 
Phone:  (905) 331-0227 

Web:  http://www.haltonfoodcouncil.ca/  

Governance:  Independent 

Top Priorities:  Facilitate the establishment of community food centres in Halton region; and Work with the 
Halton community to enhance the expansion of community gardening in the region.   
 
Notable Achievement:  Endorsement of food charter by Regional Council; Community food assessment; Three 
community forums; Establishment of workgroups to address the Priorities listed above.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Just Food 

Contact: Moe Garahan, Director of Just Food 
2389 Pepin Court, Ottawa K1B 4Z3 
Email: moe@justfood.ca or info@justfood.ca 
Phone: (613) 699-6850 ext. 11 

Web: http://www.justfood.ca   

Governance: The Ottawa City Council approved the recommendation of the HRSS Committee for the Ottawa 
Food Security Council in 2003.  The Ottawa Food Security Council officially changed its name to “Just Food” 
in 2006.     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Toronto Food Policy Council 

Contact: Lauren Baker, Coordinator 
277 Victoria Street, Suite 203, Toronto, Ontario, M5B 1W2 
Email: tfpc@toronto.ca 
Phone: (416) 338-8154 

Web: http://tfpc.to/ and www.toronto.ca/health/tfpc_index.htm  

Governance: City created the Toronto Food Policy Council, staff working with the TFPC are employed by, and 
responsible to, Toronto Public Health. 
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Top Priorities:  Supporting implementation of Toronto's food strategy and Greater Golden Horseshoe Food and 
Farm Action Plan, Urban Agriculture Strategy, and embedding food in the Official Plan. 

Notable Achievements: 

-Toronto Food Charter (2000) 
-Toronto Food Strategy (2010) 
-Greater Golden Horseshoe Food and Farm Action Plan (2012) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Toronto Youth Food Policy Council 

Contact: Michelle German, Chair  
Email: michelle@tyfpc.ca or tyouthfpc@gmail.com  

Web:  www.tyfpc.ca & Facebook  

Governance: Supported by the Toronto Food Policy Council, an independent, youth-run council of 
approximately 10 committed young people.  The Council has three strong committees made up of several dozen 
committee members and a community membership of nearly 300 engaged youth. 

Top Priorities:  Networking (TYFPC website, social media channels, community meetings, inter-council social 
gatherings, and food/drinks in partnership with Food Forward); Education by coordinating Gathering, the 
TYFPC journal found at http://journal.tyfpc.ca/ ), as well as the food policy workshops to interested groups; and 
Advocacy to advocate the youth voice within the Municipal food policy discourse by attending City Council 
Meetings and creating action items based on actions at City Hall, delivering deputations on behalf of the council 
in support of relevant issues, supporting TFPC priority issues, and serving as TYFPC Alternates on the TFPC.  
 
Notable Achievement:  The TYFPC’s greatest success has been creating a platform for Toronto's vast youth 
food-security movement to come together, build connections, support each others initiatives, and start new ones.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Waterloo Region Food System Roundtable 

Contact: Marc Xuereb, Staff Support 
Email: MXuereb@regionofwaterloo.ca 

Secondary Contacts: Brendan Wylie-Toal and Ellen Desjardins, Co-Chairs 

Web: www.wrfoodsystem.ca 

Governance: Independent.  The establishment of the Roundtable was led by the Regional Municipality's Public 
Health department, and Public Health has supplied staff support (.5 FTE), but there is no official defined 
relationship between the municipality and the Roundtable.  It is an independent organization.  
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Top Priorities:  Food Sovereignty, Food Policy, Urban Agriculture, Local Food Infrastructure, Farm Viability, 
Healthy Food Access (Described in detail at www.wrfoodsystem.ca/priorities) 

Notable Achievement:  The Roundtable’s biggest achievement has been the establishment of food policies into 
our Regional Municipality’s Official Plan.  It draws a countryside line around urban boundaries (preventing 
further sprawl onto farmland), requires lower-tier municipalities to permit temporary farmers’ markets and 
community gardens, and urges consideration of healthy food access when considering development 
applications.  Link to journal article about its development: http://dx.doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2011.021.003 


